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Election Adjustments
2026 GENERAL SESSION
STATE OF UTAH
Chief Sponsor: Scott D. Sandall
House Sponsor:

LONGTITLE
General Description:
This bill amends provisions relating to a candidate for public office.
Highlighted Provisions:
Thisbill:
» modifies the deadline for the lieutenant governor to create a master ballot position list; and
» to reflect the intent of S.B. 2001, Election Amendments, passed in the 2025 Second
Specia Session, provides that the 2026 deadline for a candidate for the office of United
States representative to submit signatures to qualify for placement on the primary
election ballot is the same as for similarly situated candidates.
Money Appropriated in thisBill:
None
Other Special Clauses:
Thisbill provides a special effective date.
Utah Code Sections Affected:
AMENDS:
20A-6-110, as renumbered and amended by Laws of Utah 2025, Chapter 39
20A-9-408, as last amended by Laws of Utah 2025, Second Specia Session, Chapter 2

Be it enacted by the Legidature of the state of Utah:
Section 1. Section 20A-6-110 is amended to read:
20A-6-110 . Master ballot position list -- Random selection -- Procedures --

Publication -- Surname -- Exemptions -- Ballot order.

(1) Asusedin thissection, "master ballot position list" means an official list of the 26
charactersin the alphabet listed in random order and numbered from one to 26 as
provided under Subsection (2).

(2) The lieutenant governor shall:
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30 days before, but no later than 14 days before, the fourth Wednesday in April in
each even-numbered year, conduct a random selection to create a master ballot

position list for all elections in accordance with procedures established under
Subsection (2)(c);

(b) publish the master ballot position list on the lieutenant governor's el ection website no
later than 15 calendar days after the day on which the lieutenant governor creates the
list; and

(c) establish written procedures for:

(i) theelection official to use the master ballot position list; and
(i) the lieutenant governor in:
(A) conducting the random selection in afair manner; and
(B) providing arecord of the random selection process used.

(3) Inaccordance with the written procedures established under Subsection (2)(c)(i), an
election officer shall use the master ballot position list for the current year to determine
the order in which to list candidates on the ballot for an election held during the year.

(4) To determine the order in which to list candidates on the ballot required under
Subsection (3), the election officer shall apply the randomized al phabet using:

(a) the candidate's surname;

(b) for candidates with a surname that has the same spelling:

(i) the candidate's legal first name; or
(i) if the candidates also have alegal first name that has the same spelling, the
candidate's legal middle name; and

(c) the surname of the president and the surname of the governor for an election for the
offices of president and vice president and governor and lieutenant governor.

(5) Subsections (1) through (4) do not apply to:

(@) an election for an office for which only one candidate is listed on the ballot; or

(b) ajudicial retention election under Section 20A-12-201.

(6) Subject to Subsection (7), each ticket that appears on a ballot for an election shall
appear separately, in the following order:

(a) for federal office:

(i) president and vice president of the United States;

(if) United States Senate office; and

(iif) United States House of Representatives office;
(b) for state office:
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(i) governor and lieutenant governor;
(ii) attorney general;
(iii) state auditor;
(iv) state treasurer;
(v) state Senate office;
(vi) state House of Representatives office; and
(vii) State Board of Education member;
(c) for county office:
(i) county executive office;
(if) county legidlative body member;
(i) county assessor;
(iv) county or district attorney;
(v) county auditor;
(vi) county clerk;
(vii) county recorder;
(viii) county sheriff;
(ix) county surveyor;
(x) county treasurer; and
(xi) local school board member;
(d) for municipa office:
(i) mayor; and
(i) city or town council member;
(e) elected planning and service district council member;
(f) judicial retention questions; and
(g) ballot propositions not described in Subsection (6)(f).

(7)(@) A ticket for arace for acombined office shall appear on the ballot in the place of
the earliest ballot ticket position that is reserved for an office that is subsumed in the
combined office.

(b) Each ticket, other than aticket described in Subsection (6)(f), shall list:
(i) each candidate in accordance with Subsections (1) through (4); and
(i) except as otherwise provided in thistitle, the party name, initials, or title
following each candidate's name.
Section 2. Section 20A-9-408 is amended to read:
20A-9-408 . Signature-gathering processto seek the nomination of a qualified
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political party -- Removal of signature.

D

2)

3

(4)

This section describes the requirements for a member of a qualified political party who
is seeking the nomination of the qualified political party for an elective office through
the signature-gathering process described in this section.

Notwithstanding Subsection 20A-9-201(7)(a), the form of the declaration of candidacy

for amember of aqualified political party who is nominated by, or who is seeking the

nomination of, the qualified political party under this section shall be substantially as
described in Section 20A-9-408.5.

Notwithstanding Subsection 20A-9-202(1)(a), and except as provided in Subsection

20A-9-202(4), amember of aqualified political party who, under this section, is seeking

the nomination of the qualified political party for an elective office that isto befilled at
the next general election shall:

(a) except to the extent otherwise provided in Subsection (13)(a), during the applicable
declaration of candidacy filing period described in Section 20A-9-201.5, and before
gathering signatures under this section, file with the filing officer on aform approved
by the lieutenant governor a notice of intent to gather signatures for candidacy that
includes:

(i) the name of the member who will attempt to become a candidate for a registered
political party under this section;

(ii) the name of the registered political party for which the member is seeking
nomination;

(iii) the office for which the member is seeking to become a candidate;

(iv) the address and telephone number of the member; and

(v) other information required by the lieutenant governor;

(b) except as provided in Subsection 20A-9-202(1)(c), file adeclaration of candidacy, in
person, with the filing officer during the applicable declaration of candidacy filing
period described in Section 20A-9-201.5; and

(c) pay thefiling fee.

Notwithstanding Subsection 20A-9-202(2)(a), a member of aqualified political party

who, under this section, is seeking the nomination of the qualified political party for the

office of district attorney within a multicounty prosecution district that isto befilled at
the next general election shall:

(a) during the applicable declaration of candidacy filing period described in Section
20A-9-201.5, and before gathering signatures under this section, file with the filing
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133 officer on aform approved by the lieutenant governor a notice of intent to gather
134 signatures for candidacy that includes:

135 (i) the name of the member who will attempt to become a candidate for a registered
136 political party under this section;

137 (if) the name of the registered political party for which the member is seeking

138 nomination;

139 (i) the office for which the member is seeking to become a candidate;

140 (iv) the address and telephone number of the member; and

141 (v) other information required by the lieutenant governor;

142 (b) except as provided in Subsection 20A-9-202(1)(c), file adeclaration of candidacy, in
143 person, with the filing officer during the applicable declaration of candidacy filing
144 period described in Section 20A-9-201.5; and

145 (c) pay thefiling fee.

146 (5) Notwithstanding Subsection 20A-9-202(3)(a)(iii), a lieutenant governor candidate who
147 files as the joint-ticket running mate of an individual who is nominated by a qualified
148 political party, under this section, for the office of governor shall, during the applicable
149 declaration of candidacy filing period described in Section 20A-9-201.5, filea

150 declaration of candidacy and submit a letter from the candidate for governor that names
151 the lieutenant governor candidate as a joint-ticket running mate.

152 (6) The lieutenant governor shall ensure that the certification described in Subsection

153 20A-9-701(1) also includes the name of each candidate nominated by a qualified

154 political party under this section.

155 (7) Notwithstanding Subsection 20A-9-701(2), the ballot shall, for each candidate who is
156 nominated by a qualified political party under this section, designate the qualified

157 political party that nominated the candidate.

158 (8) A member of aqualified political party may seek the nomination of the qualified

159 political party for an elective office by:

160 (a8) complying with the requirements described in this section; and

161 (b) collecting signatures, on aform approved by the lieutenant governor that complies
162 with Subsection 20A-9-405(3), during the period beginning on the day on which the
163 member files anotice of intent to gather signatures and ending at the applicable

164 deadline described in Subsection (12), in the following amounts:

165 (i) for astatewide race, 28,000 signatures of registered votersin the state who are
166 permitted by the qualified political party to vote for the qualified political party's
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candidates in a primary election;

(i) except as provided in Subsection (13)(b), for a congressional district race, 7,000
signatures of registered voters who are residents of the congressional district and
are permitted by the qualified political party to vote for the qualified political
party's candidates in a primary election;

(i) for astate Senate district race, 2,000 signatures of registered voters who are
residents of the state Senate district and are permitted by the qualified political
party to vote for the qualified political party's candidatesin aprimary election;

(iv) for astate House district race, 1,000 signatures of registered voters who are
residents of the state House district and are permitted by the qualified political
party to vote for the qualified political party's candidatesin a primary election;

(v) for aState Board of Education race, the lesser of:

(A) 2,000 signatures of registered voters who are residents of the State Board of
Education district and are permitted by the qualified political party to vote for
the qualified political party's candidatesin a primary election; or

(B) 3% of the registered voters of the qualified political party who are residents of
the applicable State Board of Education district; and

(vi) for acounty office race, signatures of 3% of the registered voters who are
residents of the area permitted to vote for the county office and are permitted by
the qualified political party to vote for the qualified political party's candidates in
aprimary election.

(9)(& This Subsection (9) applies only to the manual candidate qualification process.

(b) In order for amember of the qualified political party to qualify as a candidate for the
qualified political party's nomination for an elective office under this section, using
the manual candidate qualification process, the member shall:

(i) collect the signatures on aform approved by the lieutenant governor, using the
same circulation and verification requirements described in Sections 20A-7-105
and 20A-7-204; and

(if) in accordance with Section 20A-9-408.3, submit the signatures to the election
officer before the applicable deadline described in Subsection (12).

(c) Upon timely receipt of the signatures described in Subsections (8) and (9)(b), and in
accordance with Section 20A-9-408.3, the election officer shall, no later than the
earlier of 14 calendar days after the day on which the election officer receives the
signatures, or one day before the day on which the qualified political party holds the
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convention to select anominee for the elective office to which the signature packets

relate:

(i) check the name of each individual who completes the verification for a signature
packet to determine whether each individual is at least 18 years old;

(if) submit the name of each individual described in Subsection (9)(c)(i) who is not at
least 18 years old to the attorney general and the county attorney;

(ii1) with the assistance of the county clerk as applicable, determine whether each
signer is aregistered voter who is qualified to sign the petition, using the same
method, described in Section 20A-1-1002, used to verify a signature on a petition;
and

(iv) certify whether each name is that of aregistered voter who is qualified to sign the
signature packet.

(d)(i) A registered voter who physically signs aform under Subsections (8) and (9)(b)

may have the voter's signature removed from the form by, no later than 5 p.m.

three business days after the day on which the member submits the signature form

to the election officer, submitting to the election officer a statement regquesting

that the voter's signature be removed.

(if) A statement described in Subsection (9)(d)(i) shall comply with the requirements
described in Subsection 20A-1-1003(2).

(iif) With the assistance of the county clerk as applicable, the election officer shall
use the procedures described in Subsection 20A-1-1003(3) to determine whether
to remove an individual's signature after receiving atimely, valid statement
requesting removal of the signature.

(e)(i) Anelection officer shall, in accordance with this Subsection (9)(e) and rules

made under Section 20A-3a-106, conduct regular audits of signature comparisons

made between signatures gathered under this section and voter signatures

maintained by the election officer.

(i) Anindividua who conducts an audit of signature comparisons under this section
may not audit the individual's own work.

(iii) The election officer shall:

(A) audit 1% of all signature comparisons described in Subsection (9)(e)(i) to
determine the accuracy of the comparisons made;

(B) record the individuals who conducted the audit;

(C) record the audit results;
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235 (D) provide additional training or staff reassignments, as needed, based on the
236 results of an audit described in Subsection (9)(e)(i); and

237 (E) record any remedial action taken.

238 (iv) Theaudit results described in Subsection (9)(e)(iii)(C) are a public record.
239 (f) An election officer who certifies signatures under Subsection (9)(c) or

240 20A-9-403(3)(d) shall, after certifying enough signatures to establish that a candidate
241 has reached the applicable signature threshold described in Subsection (8) or

242 20A-9-403(3)(a), as applicable, continue to certify signatures submitted for the
243 candidate in excess of the number of signatures required, until the election officer
244 either:

245 (i) certifies signatures equal to 110% of the applicable signature threshold; or

246 (i) hasreviewed all signatures submitted for the candidate before reaching an

247 amount equal to 110% of the applicable signature threshold.

248 (10)(a) This Subsection (10) applies only to the electronic candidate qualification
249 process.

250 (b) Inorder for amember of the qualified political party to qualify as a candidate for the
251 qualified political party's nomination for an elective office under this section, the
252 member shall, before the deadline described in Subsection (12), collect signatures
253 electronicaly:

254 (i) in accordance with Section 20A-21-201; and

255 (if) using progressive screens, in aformat approved by the lieutenant governor, that
256 complies with Subsection 20A-9-405(4).

257 (c) Upon timely receipt of the signatures described in Subsections (8) and (9)(b), the
258 election officer shall, no later than the earlier of 14 calendar days after the day on
259 which the election officer receives the signatures, or one day before the day on which
260 the qualified political party holds the convention to select a nominee for the elective
261 office to which the signature packets relate:

262 (i) check the name of each individual who completes the verification for a signature
263 to determine whether each individual is at least 18 years old; and

264 (if) submit the name of each individual described in Subsection (10)(c)(i) who is not
265 at least 18 years old to the attorney general and the county attorney.

266 (11)(a) Anindividua may not gather signatures under this section until after the

267 individual files a notice of intent to gather signatures for candidacy described in this

268 section.
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269 (b) Anindividual who files anotice of intent to gather signatures for candidacy,

270 described in Subsection (3)(a) or (4)(a), is, beginning on the day on which the

271 individual files the notice of intent to gather signatures for candidacy:

272 (i) required to comply with the reporting requirements that a candidate for officeis
273 required to comply with; and

274 (i) subject to the same enforcement provisions, and civil and criminal penalties, that
275 apply to a candidate for office in relation to the reporting requirements described
276 in Subsection (11)(b)(i).

277 (c) Upon timely receipt of the signatures described in Subsections (8) and (9)(b), or

278 Subsections (8) and (10)(b), the election officer shall, no later than the day before the
279 day on which the qualified political party holds the convention to select a nominee
280 for the elective office to which the signature packets relate, notify the qualified

281 political party and the lieutenant governor of the name of each member of the

282 qualified political party who qualifies as a nominee of the qualified political party,
283 under this section, for the elective office to which the convention relates.

284 (d) Upon receipt of anotice of intent to gather signatures for candidacy described in this
285 section, the lieutenant governor shall post the notice of intent to gather signatures for
286 candidacy on the lieutenant governor's website in the same location that the

287 lieutenant governor posts a declaration of candidacy.

288 (12) The deadline before which a member of aqualified political party must collect and

289 submit signatures to the election officer under this section is 5 p.m. on the last business
290 day that is at least 14 calendar days before the day on which the qualified political

291 party's convention for the office begins.

292 (13) For the 2026 election year only, an individual who desires to gather signatures to seek
293 the nomination of aqualified political party for the office of United States representative
294 shall:

295 (a) inaccordance with Subsection (3)(a), file anotice of intent to gather signatures

296 during the period beginning at 8 am. on the first business day of January and ending
297 at 5 p.m. on March 13, 2026; and

298 (b) during the period beginning on the day on which the individual files the notice of
299 intent to gather signatures and ending [at-5-p-m-on-March-13,-2026] at the applicable
300 deadline described in Subsection (12), on aform approved by the lieutenant governor
301 that complies with Subsection 20A-9-405(3), collect 7,000 signatures of registered
302 voters who are residents of the state and are permitted by the qualified political party
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to vote for the qualified political party's candidatesin a primary election.
Section 3. Effective Date.
This bill takes effect:
(1) except as provided in Subsection (2), May 6, 2026; or
(2) if approved by two-thirds of all members elected to each house:
(a) upon approval by the governor;

(b) without the governor's signature, the day following the constitutional time limit of
Utah Constitution, Article V11, Section 8; or
(c) inthe case of aveto, the date of veto override.
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