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119TH CONGRESS 
2D SESSION S. 4633 

To require a strategy for the deployment, employment, integration, 

exportability, and scaling of unmanned and autonomous systems in the 

Indo-Pacific region and the Western Hemisphere, to strengthen homeland 

defense, to support counter-narcotics and counter-trafficking operations, 

and to increase ally and partner burden sharing, and for other purposes. 

IN THE SENATE OF THE UNITED STATES 

MAY 21, 2026 

Mr. MCCORMICK (for himself and Mr. FETTERMAN) introduced the following 

bill; which was read twice and referred to the Committee on Armed Services 

A BILL 
To require a strategy for the deployment, employment, inte-

gration, exportability, and scaling of unmanned and au-

tonomous systems in the Indo-Pacific region and the 

Western Hemisphere, to strengthen homeland defense, 

to support counter-narcotics and counter-trafficking op-

erations, and to increase ally and partner burden shar-

ing, and for other purposes. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representa-1

tives of the United States of America in Congress assembled, 2

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE. 3

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Unmanned and Auton-4

omous Systems Strategy Act of 2026’’. 5
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SEC. 2. STRATEGY FOR DEPLOYMENT OF UNMANNED AND 1

AUTONOMOUS SYSTEMS IN INDO-PACIFIC RE-2

GION AND WESTERN HEMISPHERE. 3

(a) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary of Defense, in co-4

ordination with the officials specified in subsection (b), 5

shall develop a strategy for the deployment, employment, 6

integration, sustainment, exportability, and scaling of un-7

manned and autonomous systems in the Indo-Pacific re-8

gion and the Western Hemisphere. 9

(b) SPECIFIED OFFICIALS.—The officials specified in 10

this subsection are the following: 11

(1) The Commander of the United States Indo- 12

Pacific Command. 13

(2) The Commander of the United States 14

Southern Command. 15

(3) The Commander of the United States 16

Northern Command. 17

(4) The Commandant of the Coast Guard. 18

(5) The head of the Defense Autonomous War-19

fare Group. 20

(6) The Secretary of State. 21

(7) The Secretary of Homeland Security. 22

(8) The Secretaries of the military departments. 23

(9) Any other United States Government offi-24

cial the Secretary of Defense considers appropriate. 25
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(c) ELEMENTS.—The strategy required by subsection 1

(a) shall include the following: 2

(1) An assessment of current capability gaps 3

and operational requirements with respect to the de-4

ployment of unmanned and autonomous systems 5

within the areas of responsibility of the United 6

States Indo-Pacific Command, the United States 7

Southern Command, and the United States North-8

ern Command, including with respect to— 9

(A) persistent maritime, air, littoral, and 10

undersea domain awareness; 11

(B) undersea surveillance and anti-sub-12

marine warfare; 13

(C) long-range strike and attritable sys-14

tems; 15

(D) integration of artificial intelligence and 16

decoy operations; 17

(E) counter-unmanned systems operations; 18

(F) logistics and communications relay; 19

(G) electronic warfare and signals intel-20

ligence collection; 21

(H) mine detect and defeat; and 22

(I) United States homeland security mis-23

sions to counter narcotics, trafficking, and 24

transnational criminal organizations in the 25
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Western Hemisphere, including such missions 1

in support of maritime interdiction and detec-2

tion-and-monitoring operations. 3

(2) An assessment of the scope of unmanned 4

and autonomous systems that may be deployed 5

across, air, surface, and subsurface domains in the 6

Indo-Pacific region and the Western Hemisphere, in-7

cluding— 8

(A) an identification of— 9

(i) unmanned aircraft systems; 10

(ii) small, medium, large, and extra- 11

large unmanned surface vessels; 12

(iii) undersea vehicles, including re-13

motely operated and autonomous such ve-14

hicles; and 15

(iv) unmanned and autonomous sys-16

tems platform attributes; 17

(B) the numbers of unmanned and autono-18

mous systems, unmanned undersea vehicles 19

available for such deployment, including re-20

motely operated and autonomous vehicles; and 21

(C) for each system identified under sub-22

paragraph (A)— 23
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(i) an evaluation of capability for arti-1

ficial intelligence integration and auton-2

omy-enabled software; 3

(ii) operational range, time-on-station, 4

payload capacity, autonomy levels, and sur-5

vivability; and 6

(iii) associated launch and recovery 7

systems, control stations, communications 8

links, sensors, payloads, and modular mis-9

sion packages, and other operationally rel-10

evant performance parameters. 11

(3) An identification of prospective basing, 12

staging, and forward deployment locations for UAS 13

and UUV systems within the areas of responsibility 14

of the United States Indo-Pacific Command, the 15

United States Southern Command, and the United 16

States Northern Command, including an assessment 17

of— 18

(A) existing United States military instal-19

lations and their capacity to support unmanned 20

systems operations and long-term storage of 21

such systems; 22

(B) partner country facilities and agree-23

ments necessary to enable forward deployment; 24

and 25
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(C) at-sea and submarine-launched deploy-1

ment concepts. 2

(4) An evaluation of the maturity and dem-3

onstrated operational suitability of endurance-ena-4

bling propulsion technologies, including hybrid-elec-5

tric propulsion, with attention to efficiency, reli-6

ability, acoustic performance, and sustainment con-7

siderations. 8

(5) A plan for cross-domain integration of UAS 9

and UUV systems into the broader joint force, in-10

cluding enhancement of conventional weapon sys-11

tems, manned platforms, artificial intelligence sys-12

tems, and command-and-control networks. 13

(6) A summary of ongoing experimentation, 14

prototyping, and operational demonstrations, includ-15

ing lessons learned from use by the United States 16

Indo-Pacific Command and the United States Spe-17

cial Operations Command. 18

(7) A plan for co-design, co-development, co- 19

production, and interoperability of unmanned sys-20

tems with allies and partners, with particular em-21

phasis on— 22

(A) Australia, Israel, Japan, the Republic 23

of Korea, Taiwan, and Ukraine; and 24
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(B) partners under the Advanced Capabili-1

ties pillar of the AUKUS partnership. 2

(8) An assessment of adversary unmanned sys-3

tems capabilities and counter-unmanned systems 4

threats, and recommendations for measures to en-5

sure survivability and mission effectiveness of United 6

States and allied unmanned systems. 7

(9) A resource and procurement plan identi-8

fying near-term, mid-term, and long-term invest-9

ments in UAS and UUV programs required to exe-10

cute such strategy, including an identification of 11

programs of record, rapid acquisition pathways, 12

scalability and manufacturability, supply chain 13

vulnerabilities, and commercial off-the-shelf options. 14

(10) A plan for addressing supply chain de-15

pendencies and vulnerabilities for UAS and UUV 16

systems, consistent with the requirements of the 17

American Security Drone Act of 2023 (Public Law 18

118–31; 137 Stat. 691; 41 U.S.C. note prec. 3901), 19

as applicable, to ensure that United States military 20

unmanned systems are not dependent on compo-21

nents manufactured by entities subject to the influ-22

ence or control of a covered foreign entity. 23

(11) Metrics and milestones for measuring the 24

implementation and effectiveness of the strategy. 25
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(d) SUBMISSION TO CONGRESS.—Not later than 180 1

days after the date of the enactment of this Act, the Sec-2

retary of Defense shall submit to the congressional defense 3

committees (as defined in section 101 of title 10, United 4

States Code) the strategy developed under subsection (a). 5

(e) BRIEFING.—Not later than 1 year after the date 6

on which the strategy required by subsection (a) is sub-7

mitted, and annually thereafter through 2030, the Sec-8

retary of Defense shall provide the congressional defense 9

committees with a briefing on— 10

(1) the status of implementation of the strat-11

egy; 12

(2) any changes in adversary unmanned sys-13

tems capabilities or operational behavior that affect 14

the strategy; 15

(3) progress on allied and partner co-develop-16

ment and interoperability initiatives; 17

(4) procurements, deployments, and exercises 18

conducted in furtherance of the strategy; and 19

(5) any recommended updates or modifications 20

to the strategy. 21

(f) DEFINITIONS.—In this section: 22

(1) COVERED FOREIGN ENTITY.—The term 23

‘‘covered foreign entity’’ has the meaning given that 24

term in section 1822 of the National Defense Au-25
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thorization Act for Fiscal Year 2024 (Public Law 1

118–31; 10 U.S.C. 4661 note). 2

(2) UNMANNED AIRCRAFT SYSTEM; UAS.—The 3

terms ‘‘unmanned aircraft system’’ and ‘‘UAS’’ 4

mean an unmanned aircraft and associated ele-5

ments, including communication links and the com-6

ponents that control the unmanned aircraft, in ac-7

cordance with section 44801 of title 49, United 8

States Code. 9

(3) UNMANNED UNDERSEA VEHICLE; UUV.— 10

The terms ‘‘unmanned undersea vehicle’’ and 11

‘‘UUV’’ mean an unmanned, self-propelled vehicle 12

that operates below the surface of the water, includ-13

ing remotely operated vehicles and autonomous un-14

dersea vehicles. 15

Æ 

VerDate Sep 11 2014 19:11 May 26, 2026 Jkt 069200 PO 00000 Frm 00009 Fmt 6652 Sfmt 6301 E:\BILLS\S4633.IS S4633ss
av

ag
e 

on
 L

A
P

JG
3W

LY
3P

R
O

D
 w

ith
 B

IL
LS



<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /None
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Error
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Off
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /DetectCurves 0.0000
  /ColorConversionStrategy /LeaveColorUnchanged
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedOpenType false
  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams true
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize false
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveDICMYKValues true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveFlatness true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments true
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts false
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Preserve
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue true
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /CropColorImages true
  /ColorImageMinResolution 300
  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleColorImages false
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth 8
  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /FlateEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages false
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /CropGrayImages true
  /GrayImageMinResolution 300
  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleGrayImages false
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth 8
  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /FlateEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages false
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /CropMonoImages true
  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200
  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleMonoImages false
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /CheckCompliance [
    /None
  ]
  /PDFX1aCheck true
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly true
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError false
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier (CGATS TR 001)
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName (http://www.color.org)
  /PDFXTrapped /False

  /CreateJDFFile false
  /Description <<

    /BGR <>
    /CHS <>
    /CHT <>
    /CZE <>
    /DAN <>
    /DEU <>
    /ESP <>
    /ETI <>
    /FRA <>
    /GRE <>

    /HRV <>
    /HUN <>
    /ITA (Utilizzare queste impostazioni per creare documenti Adobe PDF che devono essere conformi o verificati in base a PDF/X-1a:2001, uno standard ISO per lo scambio di contenuto grafico. Per ulteriori informazioni sulla creazione di documenti PDF compatibili con PDF/X-1a, consultare la Guida dell'utente di Acrobat. I documenti PDF creati possono essere aperti con Acrobat e Adobe Reader 4.0 e versioni successive.)
    /JPN <>
    /KOR <>
    /LTH <>
    /LVI <>
    /NLD (Gebruik deze instellingen om Adobe PDF-documenten te maken die moeten worden gecontroleerd of moeten voldoen aan PDF/X-1a:2001, een ISO-standaard voor het uitwisselen van grafische gegevens. Raadpleeg de gebruikershandleiding van Acrobat voor meer informatie over het maken van PDF-documenten die compatibel zijn met PDF/X-1a. De gemaakte PDF-documenten kunnen worden geopend met Acrobat en Adobe Reader 4.0 en hoger.)
    /NOR <>
    /POL <>
    /PTB <>
    /RUM <>
    /RUS <>
    /SKY <>
    /SLV <>
    /SUO <>
    /SVE <>
    /TUR <>
    /UKR <>
    /ENU (Use these settings to create Adobe PDF documents that are to be checked or must conform to PDF/X-1a:2001, an ISO standard for graphic content exchange.  For more information on creating PDF/X-1a compliant PDF documents, please refer to the Acrobat User Guide.  Created PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Adobe Reader 4.0 and later.)
  >>
  /Namespace [
    (Adobe)
    (Common)
    (1.0)
  ]
  /OtherNamespaces [
    <<
      /AsReaderSpreads false
      /CropImagesToFrames true
      /ErrorControl /WarnAndContinue
      /FlattenerIgnoreSpreadOverrides false
      /IncludeGuidesGrids false
      /IncludeNonPrinting false
      /IncludeSlug false
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (InDesign)
        (4.0)
      ]
      /OmitPlacedBitmaps false
      /OmitPlacedEPS false
      /OmitPlacedPDF false
      /SimulateOverprint /Legacy
    >>
    <<
      /AddBleedMarks false
      /AddColorBars false
      /AddCropMarks false
      /AddPageInfo false
      /AddRegMarks false
      /ConvertColors /ConvertToCMYK
      /DestinationProfileName ()
      /DestinationProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK
      /Downsample16BitImages true
      /FlattenerPreset <<
        /PresetSelector /HighResolution
      >>
      /FormElements false
      /GenerateStructure false
      /IncludeBookmarks false
      /IncludeHyperlinks false
      /IncludeInteractive false
      /IncludeLayers false
      /IncludeProfiles false
      /MultimediaHandling /UseObjectSettings
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (CreativeSuite)
        (2.0)
      ]
      /PDFXOutputIntentProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK
      /PreserveEditing true
      /UntaggedCMYKHandling /LeaveUntagged
      /UntaggedRGBHandling /UseDocumentProfile
      /UseDocumentBleed false
    >>
  ]
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


		Superintendent of Documents
	2026-06-09T01:04:28-0400
	Government Publishing Office, Washington, DC 20401
	U.S. Government Publishing Office
	Government Publishing Office attests that this document has not been altered since it was disseminated by Government Publishing Office




