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To establish the National Blood Cancer Program, and for other purposes.

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

OCTOBER 22, 2026

Ms. BARRAGAN (for herself, Mr. CosTA, Mr. FITZPATRICK, Mr. GARAMENDI,

Mr. JACKSON of Illinois, Mr. JOONSON of Georgia, Ms. MaTsur, Mrs.
McIVeERr, Ms. NORTON, Mr. SESSIONS, Ms. SIMON, and Ms. TLAIB) intro-
duced the following bill; which was referred to the Committee on Energy
and Commerce

A BILL

To establish the National Blood Cancer Program, and for
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other purposes.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representa-
tives of the United States of America in Congress assembled,
SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This Act may be cited as the “Coordinating Access,
Research, and Education for Blood Cancer Act of 2026”
or the “CARE for Blood Cancer Act of 2026,

SEC. 2. NATIONAL BLOOD CANCER PROGRAM.
(a) ESTABLISHMENT.—The Secretary of Health and

Human Services (in this Act referred to as the “Sec-
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I retary”) shall carry out a program, to be known as the

2 National Blood Cancer Program (in this Act referred to

3 as the “Program’), to achieve the following goals:
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(1) Development and dissemination of publi¢ in-
formation and education programs for the detection
and control of blood cancer.

(2) Improvement of the education, training, and
skills of health professionals (including allied health
professionals) in the detection and control of blood
cancer.

(3) Supporting individuals diagnosed with blood
cancer and their caregivers, including through treat-
ments and clinical trials.

(4) Evaluation of activities conducted under
paragraphs (1) through (3) through appropriate sur-

veillance or program-monitoring activities.

(b) AcTiviTIES.—To achieve the goals described in

subsection (a), the Secretary shall coordinate, support,
and align activities of the Program across Federal agen-
cies, including the Centers for Disease Control and Pre-
vention, the National Institutes of Health, and the Health
Resources and Services Administration, including through

carrying out the following activities:

(1) Awarding grants under section 3 to State,

local, territorial, and Tribal health agencies and or-
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canizations, and to other eligible entities, to improve

awareness and education among the public and

health professionals.

(2) Awarding grants under section 4 to insti-
tutes of higher education and academic medical cen-
ters to 1mprove availability of, and access to,
diagnostics and treatments.

(3) Establishing educational materials and pro-
oramming to improve the education, training, and
skills of health professionals (including allied health
professionals) in the detection and control of blood
cancer.

SEC. 3. GRANTS TO IMPROVE AWARENESS AND EDU-
CATION.

(a) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary shall award grants
to eligible entities to conduct research on best practices
for awareness and education with respect to blood cancer,
including—

(1) behavioral studies, survivorship studies, and
other research on the impact of blood cancer diag-
nosis;

(2) formative research to assist with the devel-
opment of educational messages and information for

the publie, targeted populations, and their families

*HR 10858 IH



O o0 N N W BB W

I S T
B~ W NN = O

15

4

about the social, environmental, and occupational
risk factors for developing blood cancer;

(3) testing and evaluating existing and new so-
cial marketing strategies to raise awareness of blood
cancer, including common warning signs and diag-
nostic tests;

(4) reducing disparities in blood cancer inci-
dence, diagnostic delays, access to treatment, mor-
bidity, and mortality, including in populations with
higher than average rates; and

(5) surveys of health care providers and the
public regarding knowledge, attitudes, and practices
related to blood cancer prevention and control in
high-risk populations.

(b) EriciBiLiTy.—To be eligible for a grant under

16 this section, an entity shall be—

17
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24 AREAS.

(1) a State, local, territorial, or Tribal health
agency or organization;

(2) a qualified nongovernmental entity, as de-
termined by the Secretary; or

(3) a consortium of entities that includes an en-
tity deseribed in paragraph (1).

(¢) PRIORITY FOR HIGH-RISK COMMUNITIES AND

In awarding grants under this section, the Sec-
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retary shall give priority to any eligible entity whose appli-
cation—

(1) 1s made with respect to a community with
a high risk of blood cancers; or

(2) 1s made with respect to a geographic area
in which there 1s—

(A) a substantial rate of mortality from
blood cancer; or
(B) a substantial incidence of blood cancer.
SEC. 4. GRANTS TO IMPROVE ACCESS TO DIAGNOSTICS
AND TREATMENTS.

(a) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary shall award grants
to eligible entities to conduct research to improve avail-
ability of, and access to, diagnostics and treatments with
respect to blood cancer, including—

(1) developing and validating new screening
methods for early detection of blood cancer;

(2) developing novel treatment methods and in-
vestigating the underlying drivers of variable effec-
tiveness in currently available treatment methods;

(3) identifying risk factors that increase the in-
cidence and mortality rates of blood cancer dis-
proportionately in populations with higher than aver-

age rates; and
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(4) developing approaches to capture and assess
family history and genetic predispositions to blood
cancer and provide appropriate guidance regarding
eenetic counseling and regular medical checkups for
high-risk individuals.

(b) EriciBiLiTy.—To be eligible for a grant under

this section, an entity shall be—

(1) an institution of higher education (as de-
fined in section 101(a) of the Higher Education Act
of 1965 (20 U.S.C. 1001(a))) or a consortium of
such institutions; or

(2) an academic medical center (as defined in
section 411.355(e)(2) of title 42, Code of Federal

Regulations (or successor regulations)).

SEC. 5. ANNUAL REPORTS TO CONGRESS.

Not later than 1 year after the date of enactment

of this Act, and annually thereafter, the Secretary shall
submit to the Committee on Energy and Commerce of the
House of Representatives and the Committee on Iealth,
Education, Labor, and Pensions of the Senate a report

on the outcomes of the Program, which shall include—

(1) a summary of the grants awarded and the
specific purpose and amounts of each grant under

the Program;
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(2) an estimate of the number of individuals eli-
eible for services provided under the Program;

(3) the number of individuals served through
the Program, disaggregated by demographic data
and whether each individual resides in a rural, sub-
urban, or urban area; and

(4) an assessment of any factors that may be
driving demographic trends identified under para-
eraph (3), including any barriers to accessing re-
sources provided by the Program.
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