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To

establish a private right of action for citizens of the United States
who are arrested or detained by immigration officers or law enforcement
officers enforcing the immigration laws without a warrant or probable
cause, and for other purposes.

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

OCTOBER 15, 2026

Ms. LEGER FERNANDEZ (for herself and Mrs. WATSON COLEMAN) introduced

the following bill; which was referred to the Committee on the Judiciary

A BILL

To establish a private right of action for citizens of the
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United States who are arrested or detained by immigra-
tion officers or law enforcement officers enforcing the
immigration laws without a warrant or probable cause,

and for other purposes.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representa-
tives of the United States of America in Congress assembled,
SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This Act may be cited as the “Justice for Citizens
Wrongfully Detained by ICE Act”.

SEC. 2. FINDINGS.

Congress finds as follows:
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(1) Under the Trump administration, United
States citizens have been wrongfully stopped, ar-
rested, and detained by immigration officers and law
enforcement officers enforcing the immigration laws.

(2) Wrongfully arrested and detained individ-
uals are often stopped based on racial profiling and
in violation of the First and Fourth Amendments to
the United States Constitution.

(3) Immigration officers and law enforcement
officers enforcing the immigration laws do not have
immunity from violating the Constitution, including
the First and Fourth Amendments, when making
stops, arrests, and detentions.

(4) United States citizens who have been
wrongfully arrested and detained deserve justice and
compensation.

SEC. 3. PRIVATE RIGHT OF ACTION.

(a) IN GENERAL.—A citizen of the United States who
1s arrested or detained by an immigration officer or by
a law enforcement officer enforcing the immigration laws
(including pursuant to an agreement under section 287(g)
of the Immigration and Nationality Act (8 U.S.C.
1357(g))) without a warrant or without probable cause on
or after January 20, 2025, may bring an action in an ap-

propriate district court of the United States against such
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I officer and against the United States for relief described
2 1in subsection (b).
3 (b) RELIEF.—In an action under subsection (a) in
4 which the court finds in favor of the plaintiff, the court
5 shall award the plaintiff—
6 (1) damages in the amount of—
7 (A) $500,000; plus
8 (B) $100,000 for each day the individual
9 was detained after the day on which the indi-
10 vidual was arrested or detained;
11 (2) reasonable attorney’s fees and costs; and
12 (3) such injunctive or declaratory relief as may
13 be appropriate.
14 (¢) LIMITATIONS AND IMMUNITY.—
15 (1) PERIOD OF LIMITATIONS.—A civil action
16 under this section may not be commenced later than
17 D years after the cause of action accrues.
18 (2) NO IMMUNITY DEFENSE.—No immigration
19 officer or law enforcement officer enforcing the im-
20 migration laws shall be entitled to assert any form
21 of absolute or qualified immunity as a defense to li-
22 ability under this Act.
23 (3) WAIVER OF SOVEREIGN IMMUNITY.—The
24 United States expressly waives sovereign immunity
25 with respect to actions under this section.
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(d) No LaMITATION ON OTHER CLAIMS.—Any award
under subsection (b) shall be in addition to any other
amount the plaintiff has the right to receive under any

other provision of law.

(e) DEFINITIONS.—In this section, the terms “‘immi-
eration officer” and “immigration laws” have the mean-
ings given such terms in section 101 of the Immigration
and Nationality Act (8 U.S.C. 1101).
SEC. 4. RESCISSION OF CERTAIN IMMIGRATION ENFORCE-
MENT FUNDS.

There is permanently rescinded the unobligated bal-
ances of amounts made available by section 100052 of the
Act titled “An Act to provide for reconciliation pursuant

to title IT of H. Con. Res. 14" (Public Law 119-21).
O
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