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To direct the Secretary of Health and Human Services to establish a stand-

ardized stroke education program for emergency medical serviees clini-
cians, and for other purposes.

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

OCTOBER 15, 2026

Mr. LATIMER (for himself, Mrs. DINGELL, Ms. MCBRIDE, and Mr. TORRES

To
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of New York) introduced the following bill; which was referred to the
Committee on Energy and Commerce
t=W)

A BILL

direct the Secretary of Health and Human Services to
establish a standardized stroke education program for
emergency medical services clinicians, and for other pur-
poses.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representa-
tives of the United States of America in Congress assembled,
SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE; DEFINITIONS.

(a) SHORT TITLE.

This Act may be cited as the
“Stroke Education and EMS Care Improvement Act of
2026”.

(b) DEFINITIONS.—In this Act:
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(1)  SECRETARY.—The term  “Secretary”
means, unless otherwise specifically provided, the
Secretary of Health and Human Services.

(2) STATE.—The term ‘‘State” means one of
the 50 States, the District of Columbia, Puerto Rico,
the Virgin Islands, Guam, American Samoa, and the
Commonwealth of the Northern Mariana Islands.

2. FINDINGS.
Congress finds the following:

(1) Stroke is a leading cause of death and dis-
ability in the United States, with approximately
795,000 people experiencing a stroke annually.

(2) The outcomes of stroke patients are signifi-
cantly influenced by the timeliness and appropriate-
ness of pre-hospital care provided by emergency
medical services.

(3) Variation in emergency medical services
(EMS) training and stroke care protocols across dif-
ferent regions of the United States can result in
delays in treatment and suboptimal patient out-
comes.

(4) Standardized EMS education in stroke care
will ensure that EMS professionals are equipped

with the knowledge and skills needed to recognize
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1 stroke symptoms, perform timely assessments, and
2 route patients to the appropriate stroke care centers.
3 (5) A nationwide standardization of stroke edu-
4 cation for EMS clinicians is eritical to improving pa-
5 tient outcomes and addressing healthcare disparities
6 in both urban and rural communities.
7 SEC. 3. NATIONAL STANDARDIZED EMS STROKE EDU-
8 CATION PROGRAM.
9 (a) ESTABLISHMENT.—
10 (1) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 2 years after
11 the date of enactment of this Act, the Secretary
12 shall establish, in accordance with the requirements
13 of this section, a program to be known as the Na-
14 tional Standardized EMS Stroke Education Pro-
15 oram (in this section referred to as the “program’).
16 (2) CONSULTATION.—In establishing the pro-
17 oram, the Secretary shall consult with—
18 (A) the Secretary of Transportation;
19 (B) the Federal Interagency Committee on
20 EMS;
21 (C) the American Stroke Association;
22 (D) the Society for Vascular and Inter-
23 ventional Neurology;
24 (E) the National Association of Emergency
25 Medical Technicians;
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1 (F) National Association of EMS Edu-
2 cators;

3 (G) the National EMS Advisory Council;
4 and
5 (H) other relevant stakeholders designated
6 by the Secretary.

7 (b) PROGRAM GOALS.—The goals of the program

8 shall be—

9 (1) to develop a standardized, evidence-based
10 curriculum that covers the recognition of stroke
11 symptoms, the pre-hospital management of stroke
12 patients, and appropriate transport protocols for dif-
13 ferent types of strokes;

14 (2) to ensure national consistency in stroke
15 education across all levels of EMS personnel, includ-
16 ing paramedics, emergency medical technicians, and
17 first responders; and

18 (3) to address the specific needs of EMS agen-

19 cies providing services to underserved and rural
20 areas, ensuring equal access to training and re-
21 sources.

22 (¢) PROGRAM ACTIVITIES.—
23 (1) IN GENERAL.—In carrying out the program,
24 the Secretary shall provide for—

*HR 10824 TH



O o0 N N B W =

[\© TN NG NN N T NG I NG I NS B N e T e e T e T e e T
[ B N O N N = = N R - BN B o) W ) LR ~S O I NO S e

5}

(A) the development and implementation of
a standardized stroke education curriculum;

(B) the training of EMS clinicians nation-
wide, including through grants under paragraph
(2); and

(C) the collection and analysis of data to
measure the effectiveness of the program in im-
proving stroke outcomes.

(2) GRANTS.—

(A) IN GENERAL.—To assist with the im-

plementation of the program, the Secretary may
make grants, on a competitive basis, to State
and local EMS agencies.

(B) DISTRIBUTION.—In distributing
orants under subparagraph (A), the Secretary
shall give priority to State and local EMS agen-
cles that—

(1) provide services to underserved and
rural areas; and
(i1) face wunique challenges in pro-
viding timely stroke care.
(3) STROKE CARE QUALITY IMPROVEMENT

MEASURES.

(A) DATA COLLECTION AND  MONI-

TORING.—The Secretary shall establish a sys-
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tem to track the effectiveness of the program,
including information regarding—

(1) the number of EMS clinicians
trained in the standardized stroke cur-
riculum;

(i1) the impact of the program on key
stroke care outcomes, including the time to
treatment, patient mortality rates, and the
number of patients transferred to stroke
centers; and

(ii1) State-by-State variations in EMS
stroke care and how the program is ad-
dressing disparities in access to stroke
care.

(B) ANNUAL REPORTS.—Not later than 2
yvears after the date of enactment of this Act,
and annually thereafter during the term on the
program, the Secretary shall submit to Con-
oress a report that includes—

(1) an analysis of the success of the
program; and

(1) recommendations for improve-
ments to the program, including potential
changes to the curriculum, delivery meth-

ods, or funding structure.
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(4) CURRICULUM REQUIREMENTS.

The pro-
oram shall—

(A) include a comprehensive overview of
stroke types;

(B) cover recognized stroke scales to assess
stroke severity;

(C) address the importance of early rec-
ognition, timely intervention, and appropriate
routing to certified stroke centers; and

(D) provide interactive case studies and
real-world scenarios to enhance practical appli-
cation.

(d) EQUITY AND ACCESSIBILITY CONSIDERATIONS.—

(1) PRIORITY FOR UNDERSERVED AREAS.—In

distributing funding for training and implementation
of the program, the Secretary shall give priority to
underserved areas and to those EMS agencies that
face barriers to accessing stroke education pro-
orams, including—
(A) rural EMS systems with limited access
to training resources; and
(B) low-income wurban areas with high
stroke prevalence but limited healthcare access.
(2) TECHNOLOGY ACCESS.—The Secretary shall

ensure that the program is accessible to EMS per-
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1 sonnel in remote or underserved areas through on-
2 line training modules, telemedicine support, and
3 other digital tools.

4 (e) AUTHORIZATION OF FEDERAL INTERAGENCY
5 COLLABORATION.—

6 (1) COLLABORATION WITH OTHER AGENCIES.—
7 The Secretary may collaborate with other Federal
8 agencies, including the National IHighway Traffic
9 Safety Administration, the Centers for Medicare &
10 Medicaid Services, the Department of Veterans Af-
11 fairs, and the Federal Emergency Management
12 Agency, to coordinate efforts related to stroke edu-
13 cation, training, and healthcare delivery.

14 (2) CROSS-AGENCY PARTNERSHIPS.—The Sec-
15 retary shall work with national EMS organizations
16 and professional medical societies to ensure broad
17 participation and expert input into the development
18 of the program.

19 (f) AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS.—There

20 are authorized to be appropriated to the Secretary to carry
21 out this section such sums as may be necessary for each
22 of fiscal years 2027 through 2032.

O
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