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To install and maintain warning signage informing travelers of dangerous
areas or routes near the southern border of the United States that
have been identified in relevant Department of State Travel Advisories,
and for other purposes.

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

OCTOBER 1, 2026
Mr. CrRANE (for himself, Mr. CISCOMANI, and Mr. STANTON) introduced the
following bill; which was referred to the Committee on Foreign Affairs

A BILL

To install and maintain warning signage informing travelers
of dangerous areas or routes near the southern border
of the United States that have been identified in relevant
Department of State Travel Advisories, and for other
purposes.

1 Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representa-
tives of the United States of America in Congress assembled,
SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This Act may be cited as the “Nicholas Douglas

Quets Border Travel Safety Act”.

SEC. 2. BORDER TRAVEL SAFETY.

~N O e kAW

(a) FINDINGS.

Congress finds the following:
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(1) On October 18, 2024, while traveling from
Arizona along the southern border in the Mexican
State of Somnora near Puerto Penasco, Nicholas
Quets was attacked and shot by armed criminals as-
sociated with the Sinaloa Cartel at an unauthorized
cartel-controlled highway checkpoint, which resulted
in the tragic death of the 31-year-old American.

(2) The brutal murder of Nicholas Quets re-
flects the ongoing threat posed by transnational
criminal organizations and cartel violence in the re-
oion.

(3) Nicholas Quets was shot while traveling
along the Altar-Caborca highway (Federal Highway
2) in Sonora, which is frequently listed under a ‘“‘Re-
consider Travel” advisory due to cartel activity in
the area.

(4) The Department of State issues Travel
Advisories to inform United States citizens and
other travelers of safety and security risks in foreign
countries and regions.

(5) Department of State Travel Advisories iden-
tify certain foreign regions, including areas near
United States land borders, that present elevated
safety or security risks due to eriminal activity, vio-

lence, kidnapping, or other threats.
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(6) Individuals entering or departing the United
States through land ports of entry may not be aware
that nearby areas identified in Department of State
Travel Advisories pose heightened safety or security
risks.

(7) Clear and visible signage at land ports of
entry and surrounding areas would improve traveler
awareness of such risks and promote public safety.
(b) SENSE OF CONGRESS.—It is the sense of Con-

oress that clear and wvisible signage displaying travel
advisories at land ports of entry along the land boundary
between the United States and Mexico are necessary to
improve traveler awareness of safety or security risks due
to eriminal activity, violence, kidnapping, or other threats.

(¢) DEFINITIONS.—In this section:

(1) APPROPRIATE CONGRESSIONAL COMMIT-

TEES.

The term ‘“‘appropriate congressional com-
mittees” means—
(A) the Committee on HHomeland Security
and Governmental Affairs of the Senate;
(B) the Committee on Foreign Relations of
the Senate;
(C) the Committee on Homeland Security

of the House of Representatives; and
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1 (D) the Committee on Foreign Affairs of

2 the House of Representatives.

3 (2) TRAVEL ADVISORY.—The term ‘“Travel Ad-
4 visory”’ means the country-specific or region-specific

5 safety advisory issued by the Department of State to

6 inform travelers of security risks abroad.

7 (d) WARNING SIGNAGE FOR TRAVELERS NEAR LLAND

8 PORTS OF ENTRY ALONG THE SOUTHERN BORDER.—

9 (1) ESTABLISHMENT.—The Secretary of Home-
10 land Security, acting through the Commissioner of
11 U.S. Customs and Border Protection, in consulta-
12 tion with the Secretary of State and the Adminis-
13 trator of the General Services Administration, shall
14 establish and carry out a program to install and
15 maintain warning signage informing travelers of
16 dangerous areas or routes near the southern border
17 of the United States that have been identified in rel-
18 evant Department of State Travel Advisories.

19 (2) RESPONSIBILITIES OF SECRETARY OF
20 STATE.—The Secretary of State shall—

21 (A) identify areas or routes near the
22 United States land border with Mexico that are
23 designated as dangerous in any Department of
24 State Travel Advisory;

*HR 10656 TH



O o0 N N W B W =

[\O I \© R \O I O R N e e e e e e T e e
W = O O 0N N R, WD = O

5}

(B) provide the Commissioner of U.S. Cus-
toms and Border Protection with updated adwi-
sory information necessary for the content of
warning signage; and

(C) provide the Secretary of Homeland Se-
curity with the appropriate content and mes-
saging of such signage.

(3) COORDINATION.—In carrying out this sec-
tion, the Secretary of Homeland Security, acting
through the Commissioner of U.S. Customs and
Border Protection, shall coordinate with the Sec-
retary of State, appropriate State transportation and
public safety agencies, and relevant State, local, and
tribal government officials.

(¢) PLACEMENT OF SIGNAGE.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary of Homeland
Security, acting through the Commissioner of U.S.
Customs and Border Protection, shall, to the max-
Imum extent practicable, install, maintain, and up-
date warning signage described in this section.

(2) LOCATIONS.

Warning signage developed
pursuant to this section shall—

(A) be placed—
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(1) at appropriate land ports of entry
along the United States international
boundary with Mexico;

(1) on appropriate roadways and
routes approaching, and in areas imme-
diately adjacent to, such ports of entry
where travelers are likely to cross the
international boundary;

(iii) at any additional locations deter-
mined appropriate by the Secretary of
Homeland Security, in consultation with
State and local transportation authorities,
to ensure adequate traveler awareness;

(iv) in locations that are clearly visible
to motorists and pedestrians; and

(v) in sufficient proximity to allow
travelers to make informed travel deci-
sions; and

(B) include the words “pursuant to the

Nicholas Douglas Quets Border Travel Safety
Act”.

(3) COORDINATION WITH STATE AND LOCAL

AUTHORITIES.

In placing signage pursuant to this

subsection, the Secretary of Homeland Security shall
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coordinate with, and may enter into agreements, as
may be necessary, with—

(A) State departments of transportation;

(B) local government officials; and

(C) other appropriate authorities respon-
sible for roadway infrastructure near the inter-
national border of the United States.

(4) CONTENT OF SIGNAGE.—Signage required
under this section shall, to the maximum extent
practicable—

(A) clearly warn travelers of nearby areas
or routes identified as dangerous in Department
of State Travel Advisories;

(B) provide a reference to additional safety
information, including the Department of State
travel advisory website or a QR code linking to
such information;

(C) be displayed in a format that can be
swiftly and easily updated to reflect changes to
applicable  Department of  State Travel
Advisories, and may include risk indicators and
incident alerts from the Department of State;

(D) be displayed in English and Spanish,

and any additional languages the Secretary, in
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consultation with the Department of State, de-
termines appropriate; and
(E) include any other safety information

the Secretary of State determines appropriate.

(f) REVIEWS AND UPDATES.
(1) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary of Homeland
Security, in consultation with the Secretary of State,
shall—
(A) annually review warning signage to en-
sure accuracy and visibility; and
(B) update such signage as necessary to
reflect changes in Department of State Travel

Advisories.

(2) IDENTIFICATION OF CRITICAL CIHANGES.
The Secretary of State shall notify the Secretary of
Homeland Security whenever critical changes have
occurred that require warning signage to be up-
dated.

() REPORTS TO CONGRESS.

(1) IMPLEMENTATION REPORT.—Not later than
1 year after the date of the enactment of this Act,
the Secretary of Homeland Security, in consultation
with the Secretary of State and the Commissioner of

U.S. Customs and Border Protection, shall submit a
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report to the appropriate congressional committees

that describes—

(A) the implementation of the signage pro-
oram required under this section;

(B) the locations where signage has been
stalled;

(C) plans for updating such signage; and

(D) any recommendations for improving
traveler awareness of dangerous areas identified
in Travel Advisories.

(2) GAO REPORT.—The Comptroller General of

the United States shall submit a report to the ap-

propriate congressional committees that—

(A) describes the efficacy of the travel ad-
visory warnings for travelers; and

(B) indicates whether there are moderniza-
tions to warning delivery that the Department
of State or the Department of Homeland Secu-
rity could undertake to ensure travelers have
adequate awareness to potential travel-related

dangers.

(1) NO ADDITIONAL FUNDS AUTHORIZED.—No

additional funds are authorized to be appropriated

to carry out this section.
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(2) USE OF EXISTING RESOURCES.—The Sec-

retary of Homeland Security and the Secretary of
State shall carry out their respective responsibilities
under this section using amounts otherwise appro-
priated or made available to their respective depart-
ments.

(1) RuLE OF CONSTRUCTION.—Nothing in this Act

8 may be construed as authorizing the use of force against

9 Mexico or any entity or individual within Mexico.

O
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