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119TH CONGRESS 
2D SESSION H. R. 10527 

To protect the independence of the Smithsonian Institution, and for other 

purposes. 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

SEPTEMBER 21, 2026 

Ms. STANSBURY (for herself, Mr. JACKSON of Illinois, Mr. MFUME, Mr. GAR-

CIA of California, Ms. CROCKETT, Mr. LYNCH, and Ms. PRESSLEY) intro-

duced the following bill; which was referred to the Committee on House 

Administration 

A BILL 
To protect the independence of the Smithsonian Institution, 

and for other purposes. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representa-1

tives of the United States of America in Congress assembled, 2

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE. 3

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Smithsonian Integrity 4

and Historical Independence Act of 2026’’. 5

SEC. 2. FINDINGS. 6

The Congress finds the following: 7

(1) Museums, archives, and cultural institutions 8

supported by the taxpayer serve the American people 9
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by preserving, researching, and interpreting the Na-1

tion’s history and heritage. 2

(2) The United States has a responsibility to 3

ensure that these institutions present accurate, evi-4

dence-based accounts of American history, including 5

achievements, conflicts, injustices, and the experi-6

ences of diverse communities. 7

(3) Scholarly independence and professional 8

standards in museums are essential to maintaining 9

public trust. 10

(4) Government officials have a legitimate role 11

in oversight of taxpayer-funded institutions but 12

should not direct historical conclusions, suppress 13

scholarship, or require institutions to adopt par-14

ticular political viewpoints. 15

(5) Public confidence in museums, archives, and 16

cultural institutions depends on transparency, ac-17

countability, and freedom from partisan interference. 18

(6) America’s history includes both extraor-19

dinary achievements and painful chapters. 20

(7) Museums should not avoid difficult histor-21

ical truths, nor should they serve as instruments of 22

partisan political messaging. 23
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SEC. 3. PROHIBITION ON POLITICAL INTERFERENCE OF 1

THE SMITHSONIAN INSTITUTION. 2

(a) IN GENERAL.—A Federal official may not carry 3

out any of the following: 4

(1) Require the Smithsonian Institution to 5

adopt a particular interpretation of events based 6

solely on the political preference or belief of the offi-7

cial. 8

(2) Request, cause, direct, order, or carry out 9

the removal, alteration, or prohibition of the content 10

of a material, an exhibit, educational programming, 11

a research publication, or a historical item in the 12

Smithsonian Institution solely because the content 13

includes a discussion or reference to a controversial 14

or politically sensitive aspect of American history. 15

(3) Impose, as a term or condition for Federal 16

funding, a requirement that the Smithsonian Insti-17

tution endorse or include a particular viewpoint. 18

(b) DUTY TO REPORT INTERFERENCE ATTEMPTS.— 19

An employee or agent of, or an individual affiliated with, 20

the Smithsonian Institution shall report any action de-21

scribed in subsection (a) or an attempt or threat to carry 22

out such action to the Secretary of the Smithsonian Insti-23

tution, in accordance with procedures to be prescribed by 24

the Secretary through regulations. 25
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(c) NOTIFICATION OF INTERFERENCE ATTEMPTS TO 1

THE CONGRESS.—Not later than 30 days after the Sec-2

retary of the Smithsonian Institution receives a report 3

under subsection (b), the Secretary, or a designee of the 4

Secretary, shall submit to the Committee on House Ad-5

ministration of the House of Representatives and the 6

Committee on Rules and Administration of the Senate a 7

notice of the report. 8

(d) FEDERAL OFFICIAL DEFINED.—In this section, 9

the term ‘‘Federal official’’ means the President, the Vice 10

President, or an individual in the civil service or the uni-11

formed services, as such terms are defined in section 2101 12

of title 5, United States Code, who is not any of the fol-13

lowing: 14

(1) The Secretary of the Smithsonian Institu-15

tion. 16

(2) An individual who is a member of the 17

Board of Regents of the Smithsonian Institution, 18

when such individual is acting in the official capacity 19

of such member. 20

(3) An employee or agent of, or an individual 21

affiliated with, the Smithsonian Institution. 22

Æ 
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