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119TH CONGRESS 
2D SESSION H. R. 10523 

To amend the Animal Welfare Act to prohibit breeding of dogs for research 

purposes, and for other purposes. 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

SEPTEMBER 21, 2026 

Ms. MACE introduced the following bill; which was referred to the Committee 

on Agriculture 

A BILL 
To amend the Animal Welfare Act to prohibit breeding of 

dogs for research purposes, and for other purposes. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representa-1

tives of the United States of America in Congress assembled, 2

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE. 3

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Prohibiting Unethical 4

Procedures on Pets in Science Act’’ or the ‘‘PUPPS Act’’. 5

SEC. 2. PROHIBITION ON BREEDING OF DOGS FOR RE-6

SEARCH. 7

(a) IN GENERAL.—The Animal Welfare Act (7 8

U.S.C. 2131 et seq.) is amended by adding at the end 9

the following: 10

VerDate Sep 11 2014 23:22 Sep 22, 2026 Jkt 069200 PO 00000 Frm 00001 Fmt 6652 Sfmt 6201 E:\BILLS\H10523.IH H10523ss
av

ag
e 

on
 L

A
P

JG
3W

LY
3P

R
O

D
 w

ith
 B

IL
LS



2 

•HR 10523 IH

‘‘SEC. 30. PROHIBITION ON BREEDING OF DOGS FOR RE-1

SEARCH. 2

‘‘(a) PROHIBITION.—It shall be unlawful for any per-3

son, in or affecting commerce— 4

‘‘(1) to breed a dog for research purposes; 5

‘‘(2) to engage in commercial distribution of a 6

dog for research purposes; 7

‘‘(3) to acquire, receive, or use for research pur-8

poses a dog that such person knows, or has reason 9

to know, was bred for such purposes; or 10

‘‘(4) to attempt to take any action specified in 11

paragraphs (1) through (3). 12

‘‘(b) LICENSES AND REGISTRATION.—The Secretary 13

may not issue or renew a license under section 3, or accept 14

a registration under section 6, that authorizes an activity 15

prohibited under subsection (a), and shall suspend or re-16

voke the license or registration of any person that violates 17

subsection (a). 18

‘‘(c) CIVIL PENALTIES.— 19

‘‘(1) IN GENERAL.—Any person that violates 20

subsection (a) may be assessed a civil penalty by the 21

Secretary of not more than $10,000 for each dog 22

with respect to which such violation occurs. 23

‘‘(2) REPEATED VIOLATIONS.—In the case of a 24

repeated violation of subsection (a) by a person, 25

such person may be assessed a civil penalty of not 26
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more than $40,000 for each dog with respect to 1

which such violation occurs. 2

‘‘(3) SEPARATE OFFENSES.—Each dog with re-3

spect to which a violation of subsection (a) occurs 4

shall constitute a separate offense. A continuing vio-5

lation with respect to the same dog shall not con-6

stitute more than one offense. 7

‘‘(4) MAXIMUM AGGREGATE AMOUNT.—The 8

Secretary may not assess civil penalties under this 9

subsection in an aggregate amount exceeding 10

$500,000 with respect to violations of this section 11

arising from a single inspection, investigation, or 12

complaint. 13

‘‘(5) CONSIDERATIONS.—In determining the 14

amount of a civil penalty under this subsection, the 15

Secretary shall consider the size of the business of 16

the person involved, the severity of the violation, and 17

the history of previous violations of this section by 18

such person. 19

‘‘(d) DISPOSITION OF DOGS.—A person who, as of 20

the date of the enactment of this section, is in possession 21

of a dog that was bred for research purposes— 22

‘‘(1) may not euthanize such dog on the basis 23

of the enactment of this section; and 24
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‘‘(2) shall offer such dog for adoption to an in-1

dividual or to an animal rescue organization (as 2

specified by the Secretary). 3

‘‘(e) DEFINITIONS.—In this section: 4

‘‘(1) BREED.—The term ‘breed’ means, with re-5

spect to a dog, the intentional mating, reproduction 6

(or causing the reproduction), or insemination of 7

dogs, or implanting embryos in dogs. 8

‘‘(2) BREED A DOG FOR RESEARCH PUR-9

POSES.—The term ‘breed a dog for research pur-10

poses’ means to breed a dog, or to maintain a dog 11

for the purpose of breeding, for use, or with the pur-12

pose that any offspring be sold, leased, transferred, 13

maintained, or otherwise provided for research pur-14

poses. 15

‘‘(3) COMMERCIAL DISTRIBUTION.—The term 16

‘commercial distribution’ means, with respect to a 17

dog, the selling, purchasing, offering for sale, adver-18

tising, brokering, transporting, shipping, importing, 19

exporting, leasing, transferring, donating for consid-20

eration, delivering, or otherwise providing such dog 21

in commerce to a research facility, dealer, or other 22

person. 23

‘‘(4) DOG.—The term ‘dog’ means any live 24

member of the species Canis lupus familiaris. 25
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‘‘(5) RESEARCH PURPOSES.—The term ‘re-1

search purposes’ means any scientific, biomedical, 2

pharmaceutical, toxicological, product development, 3

regulatory testing, contract research, or experimen-4

tation.’’. 5

(b) CONFORMING REPEAL.—Section 18(b)(2) of the 6

Animal Welfare Act (7 U.S.C. 2148(b)(2)) is amended by 7

striking subparagraph (A) and inserting the following: 8

‘‘(A) EXCEPTION.—The Secretary, by reg-9

ulation, shall provide an exception to any re-10

quirement under paragraph (1) in any case in 11

which a dog is imported for veterinary treat-12

ment.’’. 13

(c) REGULATIONS.—Not later than 180 days after 14

the date of enactment of this section, the Secretary of Ag-15

riculture shall issue regulations, or revise such regulations 16

as may be necessary, to carry out the amendments made 17

by this section. 18

(d) EFFECTIVE DATE.—The amendments made by 19

this section apply beginning on the date that is 180 days 20

after the date of enactment of this Act. 21

Æ 
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