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To require the Secretary of Housing and Urban Development to establish
a pilot program to provide grants to eligible entities to fund pre-develop-
ment activities associated with new construction or rehabilitation of hous-
ing that qualifies as affordable housing on land owned by such faith-
based organizations, and for other purposes.

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

SEPTEMBER 21, 2026
Ms. ApAMS (for herself and Mr. ESPAILLAT) introduced the following bill;
which was referred to the Committee on Financial Services

A BILL

To require the Secretary of Housing and Urban Development
to establish a pilot program to provide grants to eligible
entities to fund pre-development activities associated with
new construction or rehabilitation of housing that quali-
fies as affordable housing on land owned by such faith-

based organizations, and for other purposes.
1 Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representa-
tives of the United States of America in Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This Act may be cited as the “Faith-Based Afford-
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able Housing Predevelopment Fund Act”.



O o0 9 N D kA WD =

[\ TR N© T N R NG T NG T NG R NS R S e T e T e T e T T N
A N B~ WD = O 0O 0NN B W N —= O

SEC. 2. GRANT PROGRAM.

(a) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary of Housing and
Urban Development shall, not later than 1 year after the
date of the enactment of this section establish a program
to provide grants to eligible entities on a competitive basis
to fund pre-development activities associated with the new
construction or rehabilitation of housing that qualifies as
affordable (as described in section 215 of the Cranston-
Gonzalez National Affordable Housing Act) on land owned
by faith-based organizations.

(b) PROGRAM DURATION.—The grant program es-
tablished under subsection (a) shall terminate 5 years
after the Secretary establishes such grant program.

(¢) PRIORITY.—When awarding grants under sub-
section (a), the Secretary shall give priority to eligible enti-
ties that have a demonstrated track record of working with
faith-based organizations or developing housing, as deter-
mined by the Secretary.

(d) USE OF AMOUNTS.

Any eligible entity that re-
ceives amounts under this section shall use such amounts
for pre-development expenses associated with new con-
struction or rehabilitation of housing that qualifies as af-
fordable (as described in section 215 of the Cranston-Gon-
zalez National Affordable Housing Act) on land owned by
the faith-based organization, including expenses associated
with—
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(1) inmitial architectural and engineering sche-
matic designs;

(2) environmental reviews and assessments;

(3) feasibility studies;

(4) legal work;

(5) preparing applications for financing to cover
expenses associated with the construction of housing
that qualifies as affordable (as described in section
215 of the Cranston-Gonzalez National Affordable
Housing Act);

(6) performing market studies;

(7) hiring project consultants; and

(8) such other costs as the Secretary deter-
mines appropriate.

(¢) TRAINING AND TECHNICAL ASSISTANCE.—Each

eligible entity that receives a grant under this section—

(1) shall provide training and technical assist-
ance to each faith-based organization associated with
pre-development expenses funded by such eligible en-
tity using amounts provided under this section; and

(2) may use amounts provided under this sec-
tion to provide such training and technical assist-
ance.

(f) REPORT.—Not later than 180 days after termi-

25 mnation of the grant program under subsection (b), the Sec-
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I retary shall conduct a study and submit a report to Con-

2 oress on the impact of the grant program that includes—
3 (1) a description of any impacts the grant pro-
4 oram had on increasing the amount of affordable
5 rental housing;

6 (2) a description of any impacts the grant pro-
7 oeram had on increasing homeownership units;

8 (3) a best practices identified through the grant
9 program; and
10 (4) any recommendations for improving the
11 orant program.
12 (2) AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS.—There is

13 authorized to be appropriated to the Secretary
14 $100,000,000 in fiscal year 2027 to carry out this section
15 and such amounts shall be available to carry out this sec-

16 tion through the end of fiscal year 2031.

17 (h) DEFINITIONS.—In this section:

18 (1) EnIGIBLE ENTITIES.—The term “eligible
19 entity” means—

20 (A) a State (as such term is defined in sec-
21 tion 104 of the Cranston-Gonzalez National Af-
22 fordable Iousing Act);

23 (B) a unit of general local government (as
24 such term is defined under section 104 of the
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5}
Cranston-Gonzalez National Affordable Hous-
ing Act);

(C) a nonprofit organization (as such term
is defined under section 104 of the Cranston-
Gonzalez National Affordable Housing Act);
and

(D) a community development financial in-
stitution (as such term 1is defined in section
104(a)(1) of the Community Development
Banking and Financial Institutions Act of
1994).

(2) FAITH-BASED ORGANIZATION.—The term

“faith-based organization” shall have the meaning
oiven the term by the Secretary and shall include
any entity that is assisted by the Center for Faith
at the Department of Housing and Urban Develop-

ment.

(3) SECRETARY.—The term ‘“Secretary’” means

the Secretary of Iousing and Urban Development.

O
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