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To amend the Natural Gas Act with respect to the judicial review of an
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application for a certificate of public convenience and necessity, and
for other purposes.

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

SEPTEMBER 17, 2026
LEE of Florida introduced the following bill; which was referred to the
Committee on Energy and Commerce, and in addition to the Committee
on the Judiciary, for a period to be subsequently determined by the
Speaker, in each case for consideration of such provisions as fall within
the jurisdiction of the committee concerned

A BILL

amend the Natural Gas Act with respect to the judicial
review of an application for a certificate of public conven-
ience and necessity, and for other purposes.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representa-
tives of the United States of America in Congress assembled,
SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This Act may be cited as the “Unleashing American
Pipelines Act”.

SEC. 2. JUDICIAL REVIEW.
Section 19 of the Natural Gas Act (15 U.S.C. 717r)

1s amended by adding at the end the following:
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“(e) JUDICIAL REVIEW OF CERTAIN CLAIMS.—

“(1) REVIEWABLE CLAIMS.

“(A) IN GENERAL.—No court shall have
jurisdiction of a claim with respect to the ap-
proval of an application for a certificate of pub-
lic convenience and necessity under section 7
except for a claim under chapter 7 of title 5,
United States Code, filed not later than 180

days after the date of such approval by:

“(i) the applicant; or

“(i1) a person who has suffered, or
likely and imminently will suffer, direct
and irreparable economic harm from the
approval.

“(B) CLAIMS BY CERTAIN NON-APPLI-
CANTS.—AnN association may only bring a claim
on behalf of one or more of its members pursu-
ant to subparagraph (A)(ii) if each member of
the association has suffered, or likely and immi-
nently will suffer, the harm deseribed in such
subparagraph.

“(2) STANDARD OF REVIEW.—If an applicant

or other person brings a claim deseribed in para-
oraph (1) with respect to the approval of the appli-

cation described in such paragraph, the court shall
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hold unlawful and set aside any agency actions, find-
ings, and conclusions in accordance with section
706(2) of title 5, United States Code, except that
for purposes of the application of subparagraph (E)
of such section, the court shall apply such subpara-
eraph by substituting ‘clear and convincing evidence’
for ‘substantial evidence’.

“(3)  EXCLUSIVE  JURISDICTION.—Notwith-
standing any other provision of this Act, the United
States Court of Appeals for the District of Columbia
Circuit shall have original and exclusive jurisdiction
over any claim that an agency action related to an
application described in paragraph (1) is beyond the
scope of authority conferred by the Federal law
under which such agency action is made.”.
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