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To protect the independence of the Smithsonian Institution, the National

Museum of African American History and Culture, and other Federally
supported cultural institutions, to preserve accurate and inclusive Amer-
ican history, to reaffirm the mission fiduciary authority of the NMAATIIC
Council, and to ensure that no executive action may limit their ability
to research, present, and educate the public through exhibits and pro-
eramming, and for other purposes.
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Culture, and other Federally supported cultural institu-
tions, to preserve accurate and inclusive American his-
tory, to reaffirm the mission fiduciary authority of the
NMAAHC Council, and to ensure that no executive ac-
tion may limit their ability to research, present, and
educate the public through exhibits and programming,

and for other purposes.
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Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representa-

tives of the United States of America in Congress assembled,
SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE; TABLE OF CONTENTS.
(a) SHORT TITLE.—This Act may be cited as the

“Protecting Our History Act of 2026”.
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FEDERALLY SUPPORTED
CULTURAL INSTITUTIONS

SEC. 101. SHORT TITLE.

This division may be cited as the “Cultural Institu-

tions Independence and Historical Integrity Act of 20267,

SEC. 102. FINDINGS.

Congress finds the following:

(1) The Smithsonian Institution, established by
an Act of Congress in 1846, is a trust instrumen-
tality of the United States, operating under the su-
pervision of the Board of Regents and funded in
part by Federal appropriations.

(2) The National Museum of African American
History and Culture, established by an Act of Con-
oress in 2003 (Pub. L. 108-184; 117 Stat. 2677)
and opened to the public in 2016, is the Nation’s
principal institution documenting the central role
that African Americans have played in building, de-
fending, and advancing the United States, and rep-
resents the paradigmatic case of a Federally sup-
ported cultural institution whose independence this
Act 1s designed to protect.

(3) Across the United States, Federally sup-

ported cultural institutions—including  African

*HR 10475 ITH
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American museums, Indigenous cultural centers,
Latino heritage museums, Asian American cultural
mnstitutions, and other community-based museums—
play a vital role in preserving and presenting the full
and inclusive story of America.

(4) The mission of the Smithsonian is ‘“‘the in-
crease and diffusion of knowledge”, which includes
the preservation of American history in all its di-
mensions, Including scientifie, cultural, social, and
political.

(5) Efforts to restrict or dictate the content of
Smithsonian exhibits based on political ideology un-
dermine academic freedom, distort the historical
record, and deny Americans access to truthful and
inclusive education.

(6) Inclusive and comprehensive history
strengthens democracy by ensuring all Americans
see their contributions and experiences reflected in
the national story.

(7) Congress has both the constitutional power
of the purse and the duty to safeguard Kederally
supported museums and cultural institutions from
political interference.

103. PURPOSES.

The purposes of this division are to—

*HR 10475 ITH
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1 (1) reaffirm the Smithsonian Institution’s inde-
2 pendence and its authority to make curatorial, schol-
3 arly, and operational decisions free from undue polit-
4 ical or executive interference;

5 (2) protect Federally supported cultural institu-
6 tions, including those with mandates to preserve his-
7 torically marginalized narratives, from efforts to re-
8 strict or distort evidence-based historical scholarship;
9 (3) promote mnational unity and democratic
10 health by ensuring that the history of all American
11 communities remains visible, accessible, and safe-
12 ouarded for future generations; and
13 (4) provide enforceable legal remedies for insti-
14 tutions, officers, employees, and designated bodies
15 whose statutory authorities are frustrated by unlaw-
16 ful executive action.
17 SEC. 104. PROTECTION OF INDEPENDENCE.
18 (a) PROHIBITION ON EXECUTIVE INTERFERENCE.—

19 No executive order, presidential directive, or other action

20 of the executive branch shall have force or effect to—

21 (1) restrict, limit, or prohibit any Institution
22 from researching, developing, or presenting exhibits
23 and programs;

24 (2) direct the content of exhibits or educational
25 programming of any Institution; or

*HR 10475 ITH
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1 (3) condition Federal appropriations on adher-
2 ence to political or ideological requirements with re-
3 spect to any Institution.

4 (b) PRESERVATION OF GOVERNING AUTHORITY.—
5 Any decision with respect to the content of exhibits and
6 programs of any Institution shall rest exclusively with—
7 (1) in the case of the Smithsonian Institution,
8 the Board of Regents of the Smithsonian Institu-
9 tion, subject to division B of this Aet with respect
10 to the National Museum of African American IHis-
11 tory and Culture; and

12 (2) in the case of any other Institution, the gov-
13 erning bodies of such Institution, in collaboration
14 with the professional staff of the Institution and
15 consistent with the founding charter and mission of
16 the Institution.

17 (¢) ANTI-RETALIATION.—The Board of Regents of
18 the Smithsonian Institution shall adopt and implement
19 written policies that—
20 (1) prohibit retaliation, coercion, or interference
21 against any museum director, scholar, curator, ar-
22 chivist, or researcher based on the substance of his-
23 torical, scientifie, or curatorial work; and
24 (2) establish internal procedures for reporting
25 and addressing violations of this subsection.

*HR 10475 ITH
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SEC. 105. AFFIRMATION OF HISTORICAL INTEGRITY.

(a) COMMITMENT TO TRUTHFUL HISTORY.—It is the
policy of the United States that the Smithsonian Institu-
tion and other Federally supported cultural Institutions
have the right and responsibility to present history that
1s factual, evidence-based, and inclusive of the diverse ex-
periences and contributions of all people in the United
States.

(b) PROTECTION OF INCLUSIVE PROGRAMMING.—
Congress affirms that Federally supported Institutions
may research, curate, and present exhibitions address-
ng—

(1) the history of racism, sexism, classism, and
other forms of structural inequality;

(2) the contributions of African Americans,
women, Indigenous peoples, immigrants, and other
historically underrepresented groups;

(3) the intersections of art, science, culture, and
democracy; and

(4) contemporary challenges to liberty, equality,
and justice, consistent with each Institution’s mis-
sion.

SEC. 106. FUNDING PROTECTIONS.
(a) PROHIBITION ON CONTENT-BASED FUNDING

CONDITIONS.

Federal funds may not be denied, reduced,

or conditioned to any Institution on the basis of the sub-

*HR 10475 ITH
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jeet matter of exhibits or programming with respect to any
such Institution.

(b) LiMITATION ON OMB AUTHORITY.—The Office
of Management and Budget shall have no authority to
withhold, restrict, reprogram, or impound Federal funds
appropriated by Congress for any Institution on the basis
of exhibit content or curatorial independence with respect
to any such Institution.

(¢) AFFIRMATIVE AUTHORIZATION.—There are au-
thorized to be appropriated such sums as may be nec-
essary to carry out this division and to support the inde-
pendence and operations of Federally supported cultural
Institutions.

SEC. 107. ENFORCEMENT.

(a) JUDICIAL REVIEW.—Any Institution, or any em-
ployee, contractor, officer, or advisory body of an Institu-
tion, subjected to retaliation, coercion, or interference for
protected scholarly, curatorial, or educational activity in
violation of this division may bring a civil action in the
United States District Court for the District of Columbia
to seek—

(1) declaratory relief;
(2) injunctive relief, including preliminary in-

Junctive relief;

(3) mandamus; or

*HR 10475 ITH
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(4) such other relief as the court deems appro-
priate.

(b) PRESUMPTION OF IRREPARABLE HARM.—In any
action brought under subsection (a), a credible showing
that an executive action threatens the content, program-
ming, collections, or operations of an Institution shall cre-
ate a rebuttable presumption of irreparable harm.

(¢) WHISTLEBLOWER PROTECTIONS.—Federal whis-

tleblower protections under chapter 23 of title 5, United
States Code, are hereby extended to museum directors, cu-
rators, archivists, researchers, and advisory council mem-
bers of any Institution who report violations of this divi-
sion to Congress or any Inspector General.

(d) INSPECTOR GENERAL OVERSIGHT.—The Inspec-
tor General of the Smithsonian Institution shall conduct
an annual audit of any attempts to improperly influence
or restrict the content, programming, or operations of any
Smithsonian Institution unit and shall transmit the re-
sults of each audit to the Committees on Appropriations
of the House of Representatives and the Senate and the
Committees on the Judiciary of the House of Representa-
tives and the Senate.

(e) ADMINISTRATIVE DISCIPLINE.—Any Federal offi-
cer or employee found by the Inspector General or a court

of competent jurisdiction to have knowingly directed, re-

*HR 10475 ITH
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quired, or prohibited the content of exhibitions, edu-

cational programming, or curatorial decisions in violation

of this division shall be subject to administrative dis-

cipline, up to and including removal, consistent with Fed-

eral employment law.

SEC.

SEC.

108. RULE OF CONSTRUCTION.
Nothing in this division may be construed to—

(1) authorize censorship of the Smithsonian In-
stitution, African American museums, or other cul-
tural Institutions;

(2) prevent Institutions from developing or
curating exhibits in consultation with scholars, com-
munities, and stakeholders; or

(3) limit Congressional oversight of appropria-
tions or the fiduciary responsibilities of governing
boards.

109. DEFINITIONS.
In this division, the following definitions apply:

(1)  INSTITUTION.—The term “Institution”
means the Smithsonian Institution or any museum,
cultural center, or heritage institution that receives
Federal funding, Federal recognition, or Federal
partnership support.

(2) EXHIBIT OR PROGRAM.—The term ‘‘exhibit

or program’’ means any research, exhibition, mu-

*HR 10475 ITH
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seum, educational initiative, cultural preservation
project, or heritage program undertaken by an Insti-

tution.

DIVISION B—SMITHSONIAN
INDEPENDENCE AND HISTOR-
ICAL INTEGRITY PROTEC-
TION ACT OF 2026

SEC. 201. SHORT TITLE.

This division may be cited as the “Smithsonian Inde-
pendence and Historical Integrity Protection Act of
20267,

SEC. 202. FINDINGS WITH RESPECT TO NATIONAL MUSEUM

OF AFRICAN AMERICAN HISTORY AND CUL-
TURE.

Congress finds the following:

(1) The National Museum of African American

History and Culture Act (20 U.S.C. 80r et seq.), es-

tablished the National Museum of African American

History and Culture (hereinafter the “NMAAHC”)

as a unit of the Smithsonian Institution, created the

NMAAHC Council, and directed the Smithsonian to

develop a mnational collection, exhibitions, and edu-

cational programming documenting the African

American experience.

*HR 10475 ITH
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12
(2) The NMAAHC was established pursuant to

decades of advocacy, including by Representative
John Lewis, who introduced predecessor legislation
for nearly twenty years before bipartisan consensus
was achieved in the 108th Congress. The museum’s
bipartisan founding reflects an enduring national
consensus that African American history is Amer-
ican history.

(3) The House and Senate Reports accom-
panying the National Museum of African American

History and Culture Act—H. Rept. 108—429 and S.

Rept. 108-340—establish that Congress intended
the NMAAHC Council to exercise substantive sub-
ject matter authority over the museum’s collections,
exhibitions, 1interpretive frameworks, educational
programming, and scholarly integrity, and that the
Board of Regents was expected to defer to the Coun-
cil on all interpretive matters absent a legal or insti-
tutional conflict.

(4) The NMAAHC’s exhibitions, collections,
and scholarship affirm that Black history is Amer-
ican history, and that the comprehensive telling of
America’s story requires the preservation and pro-
tection of African American history, culture, and

lived experience.

*HR 10475 ITH
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(5) The Federal Government has a compelling
national interest in ensuring that the NMAAHC re-
mains a trusted, nonpartisan steward of truthful his-
torical documentation, interpretation, and public
education, consistent with the congressional mandate
of the National Museum of African American His-
tory and Culture Act.

(6) Attempts at censorship, political manipula-
tion, or the erasure of historically documented facts
from the NMAAHC’s exhibitions and programming
undermine public trust, weaken democratic institu-
tions, and distort the educational mission entrusted
to the Smithsonian by Congress and the American
people.

(7) When the executive branch conditions Fed-
eral funding or directs curatorial content at the
NMAAHC without the authority of an Act of Con-
oress, it usurps the legislative prerogatives of Con-
oress, contravenes the Impoundment Control Act,
and inflicts direct injury on the NMAAHC Council
whose statutory mission fiduciary duties are thereby

frustrated.

*HR 10475 ITH
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1 SEC. 203. STATUTORY DESIGNATION OF THE NATIONAL MU-

2
3
4

SEUM OF AFRICAN AMERICAN HISTORY AND
CULTURE.

(a) PRIMARY NATIONAL INSTITUTION.—The Na-

5 tional Museum of African American History and Culture

6 is hereby designated the primary national institution of

7 the United States for—

8

9
10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23

(1) collecting, preserving, and interpreting arti-
facts and archival materials documenting the Afri-
can American experience across all periods of Amer-
ican history;

(2) conducting and disseminating research and
scholarship on African American history, culture,
art, and contributions to the United States;

(3) educating the public through exhibitions,
programming, digital content, and community out-
reach that present African American history as cen-
tral to the national narrative; and

(4) promoting accurate, comprehensive, and evi-
dence-based historical understanding of the role of
African Americans in building, defending, and ad-
vancing the United States.

(b) RELATIONSHIP TO EXISTING STATUTE.—This

24 section supplements and does not supersede the National

25 Museum of African American History and Culture Act (20

26 U.S.C. 80r et seq.). In any conflict between this division

*HR 10475 ITH
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and any provision of such Act, including as subsequently
amended, the provision most protective of the NMAAHC’s
independence and the Council’s mission fiduciary author-
ity shall control.
SEC. 204. NMAAHC COUNCIL MISSION FIDUCIARY AUTHOR-
ITY AND ENFORCEMENT STANDING.

(a) REAFFIRMATION OF CONGRESSIONAL INTENT.—
Congress reaffirms the governance framework established
in the National Museum of African American History and
Culture Act and its legislative history, which created a
dual-layer governance model for the NMAAHC such
that—

(1) the Board of Regents retains institutional
authority, including legal, financial, and administra-

tive oversight of the Smithsonian Institution as a

whole; and

(2) the NMAAHC Council holds subject matter
authority over the museum’s interpretive, cultural,
and scholarly direction, including collections, exhibi-
tions, educational programming, curatorial frame-
works, and the selection and evaluation of the muse-
um’s director, and is expected to exercise that au-
thority as a mission fiduciary of the Congress.

(b) MISSION FIDUCIARY DESIGNATION.—

*HR 10475 ITH
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(1) IN GENERAL.—The NMAAHC Council is
hereby designated a mission fiduciary of the United
States with respect to the congressionally mandated
purposes of the National Museum of African Amer-

ican History and Culture Act (20 U.S.C. 80r et

seq.).
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(2) DuTieEs.—In its capacity as mission fidu-

ciary, the Council shall—

(A) safeguard the historical accuracy,
scholarly rigor, and interpretive integrity of
NMAAHC exhibitions, collections, and edu-
cational programs;

(B) ensure that the NMAAIIC’s program-
ming reflects African American leadership and
community accountability consistent with the
congressional mandate;

(C) monitor and report to Congress any
attempt—internal or external—to i1mproperly
influence, restrict, alter, or direct the content,
collections, or programs of the NMAAHC; and

(D) take such lawful action as is necessary
and appropriate to protect the NMAAHC’s
independence, including initiating civil enforce-

ment proceedings under subsection (¢).

*HR 10475 ITH
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(¢) EXPRESS STATUTORY STANDING AND PRIVATE

Ricir or AcTION.—The NMAAHC Council, acting
through a majority vote of its members, is hereby granted
express statutory standing to bring a civil action in the
United States District Court for the District of Columbia
against any Federal officer, agency, or instrumentality

that—

(1) directs, requires, or prohibits the content of
NMAAHC exhibitions, educational programming, cu-
ratorial decisions, or research findings in violation of
this Act or the National Museum of African Amer-
ican History and Culture Act (20 U.S.C. 80r et
seq.);

(2) withholds, restricts, impounds, or conditions
Federal appropriations for the NMAAHC based on
exhibit content or curatorial decisions, in violation of
the Impoundment Control Act of 1974 (2 U.S.C.
681 et seq.) or this Act;

(3) retaliates against NMAAHC directors,
scholars, curators, archivists, researchers, or Council
members for the substance of protected scholarly or
curatorial activity; or

(4) otherwise frustrates the Council’s mission

fiduciary duties as established by the National Mu-

*HR 10475 ITH
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seum of African American History and Culture Act

(20 U.S.C. 80r et seq.) or this Act.

(d) INJURY-IN-FACT.—For purposes of establishing
standing under Article III of the Constitution, the frustra-
tion of the Council’s mission fiduciary duties under the
National Museum of African American History and Cul-
ture Act (20 U.S.C. 80r et seq.) or this Act by any Federal
officer or agency shall constitute a concrete and particu-
larized injury in fact to the Council, distinet from the gen-
eralized interests of the public in accurate historical pres-
ervation.

(e) REMEDIES.—In an action brought under sub-
section (¢), the Court may award—

(1) declaratory relief establishing the unlawful-
ness of the challenged Federal action;

(2) preliminary and permanent injunctive relief,
including orders requiring the restoration of with-
held appropriations, the reinstatement of altered or
removed exhibition content, or the cessation of exec-
utive interference;

(3) mandamus directing a Federal officer to
perform a duty owed under this Act or the National
Museum of African American History and Culture

Act (20 U.S.C. 80r et seq.);

*HR 10475 ITH
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(4) attorney’s fees and costs pursuant to the

Equal Access to Justice Act (5 U.S.C. 504; 28

U.S.C. 2412); and

(5) such other equitable relief as the Court
deems appropriate.

(f) PRESUMPTION OF IRREPARABLE HARM.—In any
action brought under subsection (c¢), a showing by the
Council that Federal action threatens the integrity, con-
tent, collections, programming, or funding of the
NMAAHC shall create a rebuttable presumption of irrep-
arable harm, and the Court shall weigh the balance of
harms with full recognition that threatened loss of histori-
cally documented content represents injury to the public
interest that cannot be adequately remedied by money
damages.

() NOo LaMITATION ON OTHER REMEDIES.—Nothing
in this section shall be construed to limit the rights of any
employee, donor, contractor, or organizational partner of
the NMAAHC to pursue claims available under any other
provision of Federal law, including title VII of the Civil
Rights Act of 1964 (42 U.S.C. 2000e et seq.), sections
1981, 1982, 1985, and 1986 of title 42, United States
Code, or the Constitution of the United States.

(h) RELATIONSHIP TO BOARD OF REGENTS.—Noth-

ing in this section shall be construed to diminish the au-

*HR 10475 ITH
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thority of the Board of Regents under the National Mu-
seum of African American History and Culture Act (20
U.S.C. 80r et seq.) or any other provision of law. The
Council’s standing under this section is supplementary to,
and not in substitution for, any authority of the Board
of Regents to bring claims on behalf of the Smithsonian
Institution.

SEC. 205. PROTECTION OF SCHOLARLY AND CURATORIAL

INDEPENDENCE.

(a) EXCLUSIVE CURATORIAL AUTHORITY.—Notwith-
standing any other provision of law, the NMAAIHC shall
retain exclusive authority over its scholarly, curatorial, re-
search, and exhibition activities. No officer or employee
of the United States shall direct, require, or prohibit the
content of NMAAHC exhibitions, educational program-
ming, curatorial decisions, or research findings.

(b) LIMITATION ON FEDERAL OVERSIGHT.—KFederal
oversigcht of the NMAAHC shall not extend to editorial,
curatorial, or scholarly judgments, except where necessary
to address violations of Federal law unrelated to content.

(¢) BOARD OF REGENTS GOVERNANCE OBLIGA-

TIONS.

The Board of Regents shall—
(1) implement written policies, consistent with
the Council’s mission fiduciary authority under sec-

tion 204, safeguarding NMAAHC directors, schol-

*HR 10475 ITH
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ars, and curators from retaliation, coercion, or inter-

ference based on the substance of historical or sci-

entific work;

(2) defend, from NMAAHC institutional re-
sources and Smithsonian general funds as appro-
priate, against any executive action seeking to alter,
restrict, or condition NMAAIC programming or ap-
propriations in violation of this Act; and

(3) transmit to the NMAAHC Council, within 5
business days of receipt, any communication from
the executive branch that purports to direct, restrict,
or condition NMAAHC content, programming, or
appropriations.

SEC. 206. PROTECTION AGAINST HISTORICAL ERASURE.

(a) PRESERVATION OF BrAck HISTORY.—The
Smithsonian Institution shall maintain and strengthen its
commitment to the preservation, research, and presen-
tation of African American history across all relevant mu-
seums, archives, and programs.

(b) PROHIBITION ON CONTENT RESTRICTIONS.—NoO

Federal officer or political appointee may restrict, reduce,
alter, remove, or impede the ability of the NMAAIIC or
any Smithsonian unit to display, interpret, or disseminate

historically documented information concerning African

*HR 10475 ITH
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American history or any other protected historical nar-
rative.

(¢) PRESERVATION PROTOCOL.—In the event that
the Board of Regents, in consultation with the Counecil,
determines that Federal action poses an imminent threat
to the integrity of NMAAHC collections, exhibitions, or
programming, the Smithsonian shall—

(1) coordinate with partner institutions, includ-
ing historically Black colleges and universities, Asso-
ciation of African American Museums members, and
other cultural institutions, to arrange temporary
custody of at-risk collections;

(2) archive digital records, curatorial materials,
and educational content with multiple partner insti-
tutions and, where appropriate, international part-
ners; and

(3) document all retaliation claims and coordi-
nate legal response with the NMAAHC Council con-
sistent with section 204.

SEC. 207. ANNUAL REPORTING REQUIREMENT.

(a) SECRETARY'S REPORT.—The Secretary of the
Smithsonian shall submit an annual report to the Commit-
tees on Appropriations and the Committees on the Judici-
ary of the House of Representatives and the Senate that

deseribes—

*HR 10475 ITH



23

| (1) any attempt, internal or external, to im-
2 properly influence or restricc NMAAHC content,
3 programming, collections, or appropriations during
4 the preceding year;

5 (2) actions taken by the Board of Regents, the
6 NMAAHC Counecil, or the Smithsonian legal staff to
7 address any such attempts; and

8 (3) the status of any litigation brought by or on
9 behalf of the NMAAHC or the Council under this
10 Act.
11 (b) Councit’s ReEPORT.—The NMAAHC Council
12 shall submit an annual report to the Committees on Ap-

13 propriations and the Committees on the Judiciary of the

14 House of Representatives and the Senate that describes—

15 (1) the Council’s exercise of its mission fidu-
16 ciary duties during the preceding year;

17 (2) any instances in which the Council deter-
18 mined that executive action frustrated or threatened
19 to frustrate its mission fiduciary obligations; and

20 (3) any civil actions initiated or pending under
21 section 204(c¢).

22 SEC. 208. AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS FOR
23 NMAAHC.
24 There are authorized to be appropriated to the

25 Smithsonian Institution for the National Museum of Afri-
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I can American History and Culture the following amounts

2 for fiscal year 2026 and each fiscal year thereafter:

3
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(1) $40,000,000 for collections expansion, in-
cluding new acquisitions, conservation, and oral his-
tory programs;

(2) $15,000,000 for digitization and publi¢ ac-
cess, Including scanning, metadata development, and
digital exhibitions;

(3) $10,000,000 for research and scholarship,
including fellowships and academie collaborations;

(4) $12,000,000 for education and community
engagement, including K-12 programs and traveling
exhibitions;

(5) $8,000,000 for security and preservation,
including environmental controls and storage up-
orades; and

(6) $5,000,000 for independence protections,
including legal staff, reporting systems, and train-

ng.

DIVISION C—GENERAL
PROVISIONS

SEC. 301. SEVERABILITY.

(a) DivisioN A.—If any provision of division A of

24 this Act, or the application of any such provision to any

25 person or circumstance, is held unconstitutional or other-
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25
wise invalid, the remainder of division A shall not be af-
fected.

(b) DivisioN B.—If any provision of division B of
this Act, or the application of any such provision to any
person or circumstance, is held unconstitutional or other-
wise Invalid, the remainder of division B shall not be af-
fected.

(¢) CROSS-DIVISION INDEPENDENCE.—A judicial de-
termination that any provision of division A is invalid shall
not affect the validity or enforceability of any provision
of division B, and vice versa. This Act is designed so that
each division may operate independently as a complete
statutory instrument.

SEC. 302. EFFECTIVE DATE.

This Act shall take effect on the date of the enact-
ment of this Act.

SEC. 303. RELATIONSHIP TO OTHER LAWS.

(a) PRESERVATION OF CI1viL, RIGHTS REMEDIES.

Nothing in this Act shall be construed to diminish, pre-
empt, or supersede any right or remedy available under—
(1) title VII of the Civil Rights Act of 1964 (42
U.S.C. 2000e et seq.);
(2) sections 1981, 1982, 1985, and 1986 of
title 42, United States Code;
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(3) the Impoundment Control Act of 1974 (2

U.S.C. 81 et seq.);

(4) the Administrative Procedure Act (5 U.S.C.

706); or

(5) any other provision of Federal law pro-
tecting civil rights, curatorial independence, or the
separation of powers.

(b) SUPPLEMENTARY EFFECT.—The rights, rem-
edies, and standing established by this Act are supple-
mentary to and cumulative with any rights, remedies, or
standing available under existing law. A plaintiff need not
exhaust administrative remedies before bringing a civil ac-
tion under division A, section 107, or division B, section

204(c).

*HR 10475 ITH
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