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119TH CONGRESS 
2D SESSION H. R. 10401 

To require the Director of the U.S. Immigration and Customs Enforcement 

to carry out notification, review, reporting, and record preservation re-

quirements relating to covered deaths involving U.S. Immigration and 

Customs Enforcement custody. 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

SEPTEMBER 15, 2026 

Mr. THANEDAR (for himself, Mrs. WATSON COLEMAN, Mr. THOMPSON of Mis-

sissippi, Mr. COHEN, Mr. CONAWAY, Ms. CROCKETT, Mr. DAVIS of Illi-

nois, Ms. ESCOBAR, Mr. ESPAILLAT, Mr. GARCÍA of Illinois, Mr. GOLD-

MAN of New York, Mr. GREEN of Texas, Mr. JOHNSON of Georgia, Ms. 

MCCOLLUM, Mrs. MCIVER, Ms. MEJIA, Mr. MOULTON, Ms. NORTON, Ms. 

SCHAKOWSKY, Ms. TLAIB, and Mr. QUIGLEY) introduced the following 

bill; which was referred to the Committee on the Judiciary 

A BILL 
To require the Director of the U.S. Immigration and Cus-

toms Enforcement to carry out notification, review, re-

porting, and record preservation requirements relating 

to covered deaths involving U.S. Immigration and Cus-

toms Enforcement custody. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representa-1

tives of the United States of America in Congress assembled, 2

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE. 3

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘No ICE Deaths in 4

the Dark Act of 2026’’. 5
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SEC. 2. NOTIFICATION, REVIEW, REPORTING, AND PRESER-1

VATION REQUIREMENTS FOR COVERED 2

DEATHS INVOLVING ICE CUSTODY. 3

(a) IN GENERAL.—Chapter 9 of title II of the Immi-4

gration and Nationality Act (8 U.S.C. 1351 et seq.) is 5

amended by adding at the end the following: 6

‘‘SEC. 295. NOTIFICATION, REVIEW, REPORTING, AND PRES-7

ERVATION REQUIREMENTS FOR COVERED 8

DEATHS INVOLVING ICE CUSTODY. 9

‘‘(a) NOTIFICATION REQUIREMENTS.— 10

‘‘(1) NEXT OF KIN.—Not later than 24 hours 11

after a covered death, the Director of U.S. Immigra-12

tion and Customs Enforcement shall make reason-13

able efforts to notify the next of kin of the deceased 14

individual. In the case that the next of kin has not 15

been notified in 24 hours, the Director shall con-16

tinue to make reasonable efforts to notify until such 17

notification is made. 18

‘‘(2) CONSULATE.—Not later than 24 hours 19

after a covered death, the Director of U.S. Immigra-20

tion and Customs Enforcement shall make reason-21

able efforts to notify the appropriate consulate, 22

where applicable. 23

‘‘(3) INSPECTOR GENERAL.—Not later than 24 24

hours after a covered death, the Director of U.S. 25

Immigration and Customs Enforcement shall notify 26
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the Inspector General of the Department of Home-1

land Security. 2

‘‘(4) CONGRESSIONAL NOTICE.—Not later than 3

24 hours after a covered death, the Director of U.S. 4

Immigration and Customs Enforcement shall notify 5

the appropriate congressional committees, including 6

a description of the notifications made pursuant to 7

paragraphs (1) through (3). If any notification re-8

quired under paragraphs (1) through (3) has not 9

been made at the time such notice is provided to the 10

appropriate congressional committees, the notice 11

shall identify the notification that has not been 12

made and describe the status of that notification. 13

‘‘(b) INTERIM PUBLIC NOTICE.— 14

‘‘(1) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 48 hours 15

after a covered death, the Director of U.S. Immigra-16

tion and Customs Enforcement shall publish an in-17

terim notice of the covered death on the internet 18

website of U.S. Immigration and Customs Enforce-19

ment. 20

‘‘(2) CONTENTS.—The interim notice required 21

under paragraph (1) shall be limited to objective in-22

formation about the known facts and circumstances 23

surrounding the covered death. 24
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‘‘(3) NOTIFICATION EFFORTS.—The Director of 1

the U.S. Immigration and Customs Enforcement 2

shall make reasonable efforts to notify the next of 3

kin and appropriate consulate in accordance with 4

subsection (a) before posting an interim notice under 5

paragraph (1). In the case that such notification has 6

not been made, completion of such notification shall 7

not be a precondition to publishing the notice under 8

paragraph (1). 9

‘‘(4) NOTICE TO CONGRESS.—Before or con-10

temporaneously with posting an interim notice under 11

this subsection, the Director of the U.S. Immigra-12

tion and Customs Enforcement shall provide such 13

notice to the appropriate congressional committees. 14

‘‘(c) DETAINEE DEATH REPORT.— 15

‘‘(1) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 30 days 16

after a covered death, the Director of U.S. Immigra-17

tion and Customs Enforcement shall complete and 18

post on the internet website of U.S. Immigration 19

and Customs Enforcement a detainee death report 20

for such covered death. 21

‘‘(2) CONTENTS.—Subject to subsection (i), the 22

detainee death report required under paragraph (1) 23

shall include, to the extent known— 24

‘‘(A) the name of the deceased individual; 25
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‘‘(B) the date of death; 1

‘‘(C) the location of the individual at the 2

time of death; 3

‘‘(D) the facility or facilities where the in-4

dividual was held, if applicable; 5

‘‘(E) the cause or suspected cause of 6

death; 7

‘‘(F) relevant medical history or known 8

medical conditions; 9

‘‘(G) the circumstances surrounding the 10

death; and 11

‘‘(H) whether the death occurred while the 12

individual was in ICE custody or within 30 13

days after release from ICE custody. 14

‘‘(3) NOTICE TO CONGRESS.—Before or con-15

temporaneously with posting a detainee death report 16

under this subsection, the Director of the U.S. Im-17

migration and Customs Enforcement shall submit 18

the report to the appropriate congressional commit-19

tees. 20

‘‘(d) PUBLIC-FACING INFORMATION.—The Director 21

of U.S. Immigration and Customs Enforcement shall 22

maintain, on the public-facing website of U.S. Immigra-23

tion and Customs Enforcement, the interim public notice 24

under subsection (b) and the detainee death report under 25
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subsection (c) in a publicly accessible, downloadable, 1

searchable, and sortable format. 2

‘‘(e) MEDICAL MORTALITY REVIEW.— 3

‘‘(1) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 60 days 4

after a covered death, the Director of the U.S. Im-5

migration and Customs Enforcement shall complete 6

a medical mortality review for such covered death. 7

‘‘(2) CONTENTS.—A medical mortality review 8

under this subsection shall evaluate the deceased in-9

dividual’s medical history and clinical care while in 10

ICE custody to determine— 11

‘‘(A) the cause of death; 12

‘‘(B) whether changes to policies, proce-13

dures, or practices are warranted; 14

‘‘(C) whether follow-up actions are needed; 15

‘‘(D) whether any issues require further 16

study; and 17

‘‘(E) whether any act, omission, failure to 18

comply with applicable standards, policy failure, 19

or other error caused or materially contributed 20

to the individual’s death. 21

‘‘(3) SUICIDE.—In the event of suicide, the 22

medical mortality review may include a psychological 23

autopsy. 24
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‘‘(4) OUTSIDE RECORDS.—The Director of U.S. 1

Immigration and Customs Enforcement may use 2

available outside records if autopsy, toxicology, or 3

other outside records are available. 4

‘‘(f) DETENTION DEATH REVIEW.— 5

‘‘(1) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 180 days 6

after a covered death, the Director of U.S. Immigra-7

tion and Customs Enforcement shall complete a de-8

tention death review for such covered death. 9

‘‘(2) CONTENTS.—A detention death review 10

under this subsection shall include an objective ex-11

amination of the facts and circumstances sur-12

rounding the individual’s detention, release if appli-13

cable, and death, including— 14

‘‘(A) whether the individual received care 15

and treatment consistent with applicable deten-16

tion standards related to health, safety, and se-17

curity; and 18

‘‘(B) whether any act, omission, failure to 19

comply with applicable standards, policy failure, 20

or other error caused or materially contributed 21

to the individual’s death. 22

‘‘(3) CORRECTIVE ACTIONS.—A detention death 23

review under this subsection shall identify any cor-24
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rective actions, policy changes, training needs, or 1

further investigation that may be warranted. 2

‘‘(4) DELAYED COMPLETION.—If the Director 3

of U.S. Immigration and Customs Enforcement can-4

not complete a detention death review within the 5

180-day period described in paragraph (1), the Di-6

rector shall provide a written status update to the 7

Inspector General of the Department of Homeland 8

Security and the appropriate congressional commit-9

tees every 30 days until the review is completed. 10

‘‘(5) REPORT.—The Director of U.S. Immigra-11

tion and Customs Enforcement shall submit to the 12

appropriate congressional committees and the In-13

spector General of the Department of Homeland Se-14

curity the completed review under this subsection. 15

‘‘(g) PRESERVATION.—Upon learning of a covered 16

death, the Director of the U.S. Immigration and Customs 17

Enforcement shall preserve all records and evidence re-18

lated to the covered death, including medical records, de-19

tention records, incident reports, video footage, investiga-20

tive materials, and other relevant materials. 21

‘‘(h) QUARTERLY REPORTS TO CONGRESS.— 22

‘‘(1) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 30 days 23

after the end of each fiscal quarter, the Director of 24

the U.S. Immigration and Customs Enforcement 25

VerDate Sep 11 2014 23:43 Sep 28, 2026 Jkt 069200 PO 00000 Frm 00008 Fmt 6652 Sfmt 6201 E:\BILLS\H10401.IH H10401kj
oh

ns
on

 o
n 

D
S

K
7Z

C
Z

B
W

3P
R

O
D

 w
ith

 $
$_

JO
B



9 

•HR 10401 IH

shall submit to the appropriate congressional com-1

mittees a report on all covered deaths during such 2

quarter and any covered deaths from previous quar-3

ters for which review under subsections (e) or (f) 4

has been completed or is in progress. 5

‘‘(2) CONTENTS.—Each report required under 6

paragraph (1) shall include— 7

‘‘(A) the number of covered deaths; 8

‘‘(B) whether each covered death occurred 9

while the individual was in ICE custody or 10

within 30 days after release from ICE custody; 11

‘‘(C) the status of any interim public no-12

tice required under subsection (b); 13

‘‘(D) the status of any detainee death re-14

port required under subsection (c); 15

‘‘(E) the status of any medical mortality 16

review required under subsection (e); 17

‘‘(F) the status of any detention death re-18

view required under subsection (f); 19

‘‘(G) findings from completed reviews, to 20

the extent appropriate for disclosure; and 21

‘‘(H) any corrective actions recommended 22

or implemented, to the extent appropriate for 23

disclosure. 24
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‘‘(i) PRIVACY AND PROTECTION OF SENSITIVE IN-1

FORMATION.— 2

‘‘(1) IN GENERAL.—Nothing in this section 3

shall be construed to require the public disclosure of 4

information prohibited from disclosure by Federal 5

law. 6

‘‘(2) PUBLIC REDACTIONS.—For any informa-7

tion made publicly available under this section, the 8

Director of the U.S. Immigration and Customs En-9

forcement may withhold or redact information only 10

to the extent necessary to protect sensitive medical, 11

privacy, law enforcement, national security, or next- 12

of-kin information. 13

‘‘(3) CONGRESSIONAL ACCESS.—Nothing in this 14

subsection shall be construed to authorize with-15

holding information from the appropriate congres-16

sional committees, except to the extent disclosure is 17

prohibited by Federal law. 18

‘‘(4) NO CATEGORICAL EXEMPTION.—A covered 19

death shall not be exempt from the requirements of 20

this section solely because the death involved suicide, 21

suspected suicide, or other sensitive circumstances. 22

‘‘(j) DEFINITIONS.—In this section: 23
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‘‘(1) APPROPRIATE CONGRESSIONAL COMMIT-1

TEES.—The term ‘appropriate congressional com-2

mittees’ means— 3

‘‘(A) the Committee on Homeland Security 4

of the House of Representatives; 5

‘‘(B) the Committee on Homeland Security 6

and Governmental Affairs of the Senate; and 7

‘‘(C) the Committees on Judiciary of the 8

House of Representatives and Senate. 9

‘‘(2) COVERED DEATH.—The term ‘covered 10

death’ means-— 11

‘‘(A) the death of an individual while in 12

ICE custody; or 13

‘‘(B) the death of an individual within 30 14

days after release from ICE custody, if the 15

death could reasonably be considered related to 16

the individual’s detention, medical care, treat-17

ment, conditions of confinement, transport, the 18

release process, or any other circumstance con-19

nected to ICE custody. 20

‘‘(3) ICE.—The term ‘ICE’ means U.S. Immi-21

gration and Customs Enforcement. 22

‘‘(4) ICE CUSTODY.—The term ‘ICE custody’ 23

means that an individual is in the custody of the Di-24

rector of the U.S. Immigration and Customs En-25
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forcement, or by an entity acting on behalf of U.S. 1

Immigration and Customs Enforcement, for pur-2

poses of immigration detention, including custody 3

in— 4

‘‘(A) an immigration detention facility; 5

‘‘(B) a contracted, privately operated, 6

State, or local detention facility used by U.S. 7

Immigration and Customs Enforcement; 8

‘‘(C) a medical facility, holding room, or 9

transport vehicle used by U.S. Immigration and 10

Customs Enforcement; or 11

‘‘(D) any other location where an indi-12

vidual is held while being transferred between 13

facilities or locations. 14

‘‘(k) APPLICABILITY.—The requirements of this sec-15

tion shall apply to any covered death occurring after the 16

date that is 90 days after the date of the enactment of 17

this section.’’. 18

(b) CLERICAL AMENDMENT.—The table of contents 19

of the Immigration and Nationality Act is amended by in-20

serting after the item relating to section 294 the following: 21

‘‘Sec. 295. Notification, review, reporting, and preservation requirements for 

covered deaths involving ICE custody.’’. 
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SEC. 3. EFFECTIVE DATE; APPLICABILITY. 1

The amendments made by this Act shall take effect 2

on the date that is 90 days after the date of the enactment 3

of this Act. 4

Æ 
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