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119TH CONGRESS 
2D SESSION H. R. 10398 

To amend title XVIII of the Social Security Act to modify payment rates 

under the Federally qualified health center prospective payment system 

under the Medicare program, and for other purposes. 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

SEPTEMBER 15, 2026 

Mr. RULLI (for himself, Mrs. DINGELL, Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania, Mr. 

BILIRAKIS, Mr. LANDSMAN, Ms. BARRAGÁN, Mr. TAYLOR, Mr. CARTER 

of Louisiana, Mr. PFLUGER, Ms. TOKUDA, and Mrs. TRAHAN) introduced 

the following bill; which was referred to the Committee on Energy and 

Commerce, and in addition to the Committee on Ways and Means, for 

a period to be subsequently determined by the Speaker, in each case for 

consideration of such provisions as fall within the jurisdiction of the com-

mittee concerned 

A BILL 
To amend title XVIII of the Social Security Act to modify 

payment rates under the Federally qualified health center 

prospective payment system under the Medicare pro-

gram, and for other purposes. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representa-1

tives of the United States of America in Congress assembled, 2
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SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE. 1

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Community Health 2

Center Reforms Enabling Better Access for Seniors and 3

Elders Act of 2026’’ or the ‘‘CHC REBASE Act of 2026’’. 4

SEC. 2. MODIFYING PAYMENT RATES UNDER THE FEDER-5

ALLY QUALIFIED HEALTH CENTER PROSPEC-6

TIVE PAYMENT SYSTEM UNDER THE MEDI-7

CARE PROGRAM. 8

Section 1834(o) of the Social Security Act (42 U.S.C. 9

1395m(o)) is amended— 10

(1) in paragraph (2)(B)(ii), by striking ‘‘Pay-11

ment’’ and inserting ‘‘Subject to paragraph (6), pay-12

ment’’; and 13

(2) by adding at the end the following new 14

paragraph: 15

‘‘(6) ADJUSTMENT OF PAYMENT RATES.— 16

‘‘(A) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary shall, 17

through notice and comment rulemaking and 18

taking into account data collected under sub-19

paragraph (B) and recommendations of the 20

working group established under subparagraph 21

(C)— 22

‘‘(i) adjust payment rates determined 23

under paragraph (2)(B) for Federally 24

qualified health center services furnished in 25

2028 to account for increases in the type, 26
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intensity, duration, and amount of services 1

furnished in a unit of service and cor-2

responding increases in the cost of fur-3

nishing a unit of service in a manner such 4

that the estimated aggregate amount of 5

prospective payment rates (determined 6

prior to the application of section 7

1833(a)(1)(Z)) for such services is equal to 8

100 percent of the estimated amount of 9

reasonable costs (determined without the 10

application of a per visit payment limit or 11

productivity screen and prior to the appli-12

cation of section 1866(a)(2)(A)(ii)) that 13

would have occurred for such services 14

under this title in such year had the sys-15

tem established under this subsection never 16

been implemented; and 17

‘‘(ii) not later than 180 days after the 18

date of the enactment of this paragraph, 19

modify the list of services furnished to an 20

individual at a Federally qualified health 21

center under subparagraph (1)(A). 22

‘‘(B) COLLECTION OF DATA.— 23

‘‘(i) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 90 24

days after the date of the enactment of 25
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this paragraph, the Secretary shall require 1

Federally qualified health centers to sub-2

mit cost reports, uniform data system re-3

ports, and any other health center program 4

reports required by law to facilitate the ad-5

justment described in subparagraph (A). 6

‘‘(ii) PROVISION OF INFORMATION TO 7

THE WORKING GROUP.—The Secretary 8

shall make data required to be submitted 9

under clause (i) available to the working 10

group established under subparagraph (C). 11

‘‘(C) WORKING GROUP.— 12

‘‘(i) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 13

180 days after the date of the enactment 14

of this paragraph, the Secretary shall con-15

vene a working group to make rec-16

ommendations to the Secretary on modi-17

fications to the prospective payment sys-18

tem established under this subsection. 19

‘‘(ii) COMPOSITION.—The working 20

group shall be composed of such members 21

as selected by the Secretary and shall in-22

clude— 23
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‘‘(I) a patient or member of the 1

board of a Federally qualified health 2

center; 3

‘‘(II) a physician, or a practi-4

tioner described in section 5

1842(b)(18)(C), who works at such a 6

center; 7

‘‘(III) at least 1 representative 8

from a primary care association; 9

‘‘(IV) at least 1 representative 10

from a Health Center Controlled Net-11

work (as defined in section 12

330(e)(1)(C) of the Public Health 13

Service Act); 14

‘‘(V) a representative from a na-15

tional organization that represents 16

Federally qualified health centers; 17

‘‘(VI) a representative from the 18

hospital and ambulatory policy group 19

of the Centers for Medicare & Med-20

icaid Services; and 21

‘‘(VII) such other individuals as 22

the Secretary may specify. 23

‘‘(iii) DUTIES.—The working group 24

shall— 25
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‘‘(I) examine potential adjust-1

ments to payment rates under para-2

graph (2)(B) to reflect changes in the 3

type, intensity, duration, or amount of 4

services furnished within a unit of 5

service, and the average cost of pro-6

viding care per unit of service; 7

‘‘(II) evaluate whether such rates 8

capture 100 percent of the estimated 9

amount of reasonable costs for Feder-10

ally qualified health center services 11

(determined without the application of 12

a per visit payment limit or produc-13

tivity screen and prior to the applica-14

tion of section 1866(a)(2)(A)(ii)) that 15

would have occurred for such services 16

under this title in such year had the 17

system established under this sub-18

section never been implemented; 19

‘‘(III) examine which services are 20

excluded from payment under such 21

system and whether such services 22

should be payable as Federally quali-23

fied health center services; 24
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‘‘(IV) evaluate the possibility of 1

extending application of new payment 2

and delivery system innovations devel-3

oped with respect to physicians’ serv-4

ices under section 1848 to Federally 5

qualified health centers; and 6

‘‘(V) examine such other issues 7

relating to payment for Federally 8

qualified health centers as determined 9

appropriate by the working group. 10

‘‘(iv) RECOMMENDATIONS.—Not later 11

than 1 year after the date on which the 12

working group first convenes and after 13

providing opportunity for public comment, 14

such group shall make such recommenda-15

tions to the Secretary regarding payment 16

for Federally qualified health centers as 17

determined appropriate by the working 18

group.’’. 19

SEC. 3. ENSURING APPROPRIATE PAYMENTS FOR TELE-20

HEALTH SERVICES FURNISHED BY FQHCS 21

AND RHCS. 22

Section 1834(m)(8) of the Social Security Act (42 23

U.S.C. 1395m(m)(8)) is amended by adding at the end 24

the following new subparagraph: 25
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(1) in subparagraph (A)(ii), by inserting ‘‘(or, 1

with respect to such services furnished on or after 2

January 1, 2027, under subparagraph (C))’’ after 3

‘‘subparagraph (B)’’; 4

(2) in subparagraph (B)— 5

(A) in the header, by inserting ‘‘BEFORE 6

2027’’ after ‘‘RULE’’; 7

(B) in clause (i), by striking ‘‘during the 8

periods for which subparagraph (A) applies’’ 9

and inserting ‘‘before January 1, 2027’’; and 10

(C) in clause (ii), by inserting ‘‘furnished 11

to an individual before January 1, 2027’’ after 12

‘‘telehealth services’’; and 13

(3) by adding at the end the following new sub-14

paragraph: 15

‘‘(C) PAYMENT RULE FOR 2027.— 16

‘‘(i) IN GENERAL.—A telehealth serv-17

ice furnished to an eligible telehealth indi-18

vidual by a Federally qualified health cen-19

ter or rural health clinic during any por-20

tion of the period described in subpara-21

graph (A) beginning on or after January 22

1, 2027, shall be paid as a Federally quali-23

fied health center service or rural health 24

clinic service (as applicable) under the pro-25
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spective payment system established under 1

section 1834(o) or the methodology for all- 2

inclusive rates established under section 3

1833(a)(3), respectively. 4

‘‘(ii) TREATMENT OF COSTS.—Costs 5

associated with the furnishing of telehealth 6

services by a Federally qualified health 7

center or rural health clinic during any 8

portion of the period described in subpara-9

graph (A) beginning on or after January 10

1, 2027, shall be considered allowable costs 11

for purposes of the prospective payment 12

system established under section 1834(o) 13

and the methodology for all-inclusive rates 14

established under section 1833(a)(3), as 15

applicable.’’. 16

SEC. 4. ENSURING APPROPRIATE PAYMENT OF FEDERALLY 17

QUALIFIED HEALTH CENTER SERVICES FUR-18

NISHED TO MEDICARE ADVANTAGE ENROLL-19

EES. 20

(a) CLARIFYING WRAPAROUND PAYMENTS.—Not 21

later than December 31, 2026, the Secretary of Health 22

and Human Services (in this section referred to as the 23

‘‘Secretary’’) shall— 24
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(1) issue guidance to Federally qualified health 1

centers (as defined in section 1861(aa)(4) of the So-2

cial Security Act (42 U.S.C. 1395x(aa)(4))) on— 3

(A) the calculation of payment amounts 4

under section 1833(a)(3)(B) of such Act (42 5

U.S.C. 1395l(a)(3)(B)); and 6

(B) procedures for submitting a claim for 7

such a payment; 8

(2) issue guidance to Medicare administrative 9

contractors to ensure timely and accurate payment 10

of amounts owed under such section that— 11

(A) outlines a standardized process for 12

providing Federally qualified health centers 13

such payments; and 14

(B) clarifies that such contractors may not 15

require such a center (or any entity acting on 16

behalf of such center) to submit the Medicare 17

Advantage plan contract at issue to such con-18

tractor as a prerequisite to receiving such pay-19

ments; and 20

(3) establish a mechanism by which such a cen-21

ter may seek review by the Secretary of such a con-22

tractor’s determination of amounts payable to the 23

center under such section. 24
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(b) EVALUATION OF ACCESS TO FQHCS IN MA NET-1

WORKS.—Not later than 180 days after the date of the 2

enactment of this paragraph, the Comptroller General of 3

the United States shall submit to Congress a report that 4

examines the inclusion of Federally qualified health cen-5

ters in Medicare Advantage plan provider networks. Such 6

report shall include recommendations for actions to be 7

taken to ensure adequate access to Federally qualified 8

health centers for rural and underserved populations. 9

Æ 
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