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119TH CONGRESS 
2D SESSION H. R. 10380 

To require States to conduct Congressional redistricting through independent 

commissions, and for other purposes. 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

SEPTEMBER 15, 2026 

Mr. FITZPATRICK (for himself, Mrs. DINGELL, Mr. HURD of Colorado, Mr. 

CARBAJAL, Mr. LAWLER, Mr. CASE, and Mr. SUOZZI) introduced the fol-

lowing bill; which was referred to the Committee on the Judiciary 

A BILL 
To require States to conduct Congressional redistricting 

through independent commissions, and for other purposes. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representa-1

tives of the United States of America in Congress assembled, 2

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE. 3

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Problem Solvers Inde-4

pendent Commissions Act’’. 5
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SEC. 2. REQUIRING REDISTRICTING TO BE CONDUCTED 1

THROUGH PLAN OF INDEPENDENT STATE 2

COMMISSION OR PLAN OF HIGHEST STATE 3

COURT. 4

(a) IN GENERAL.—Notwithstanding any other provi-5

sion of law, any Congressional redistricting conducted by 6

a State shall be conducted in accordance with— 7

(1) the redistricting plan developed by the inde-8

pendent redistricting commission established in the 9

State, in accordance with section 4(d); or 10

(2) if the plan developed by such commission is 11

not enacted into law, the redistricting plan selected 12

by the highest court in the State in accordance with 13

section 4(e). 14

(b) CONFORMING AMENDMENT.—Section 22(c) of 15

the Act entitled ‘‘An Act to provide for the fifteenth and 16

subsequent decennial censuses and to provide for an ap-17

portionment of Representatives in Congress’’, approved 18

June 18, 1929 (2 U.S.C. 2a(c)), is amended by striking 19

‘‘in the manner provided by the law thereof’’ and insert-20

ing: ‘‘in the manner provided by the Problem Solvers Inde-21

pendent Commissions Act’’. 22

SEC. 3. INDEPENDENT REDISTRICTING COMMISSION. 23

(a) COMPOSITION OF COMMISSION.—Each State 24

shall establish an independent redistricting commission 25
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composed of an equal number of members (but not fewer 1

than one) from each of the following categories: 2

(1) Members affiliated with the political party 3

with the greatest number of seats in the State legis-4

lature. 5

(2) Members affiliated with the political party 6

with the second greatest number of seats in the 7

State legislature. 8

(3) Members not affiliated with any political 9

party described in subparagraph (A) or (B). 10

(b) ELIGIBILITY.—An individual is eligible to serve 11

as a member of the independent redistricting commission 12

of a State if— 13

(1) the individual is a United States citizen; 14

(2) as of the date of appointment, the indi-15

vidual— 16

(A) is registered to vote in elections for 17

Federal office held in the State, and was reg-18

istered to vote in elections for Federal office 19

held in the State for at least 3 years prior to 20

such appointment without changing the political 21

affiliation of such registration; or 22

(B) voted in at least 3 consecutive primary 23

elections for Federal office held in the State for 24
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a candidate affiliated with the same political 1

party; 2

(3) neither the individual nor the spouse or 3

family member of the individual held public office or 4

ran as a candidate for election for public office, or 5

served as an employee of or paid consultant for a 6

political party or candidate for election for public of-7

fice, at any time during the 3-year period preceding 8

the date of appointment; and 9

(4) the individual certifies that the individual 10

will not run as a candidate for the public office in 11

the State for not less than 3 years after the date the 12

individual no longer serves on the commission. 13

(c) ADDITIONAL CONSIDERATION.—To the extent 14

practicable, the membership of the independent redis-15

tricting commission of a State under this section shall rea-16

sonably reflect the geographic, demographic, and socio-17

economic diversity of the State. 18

(d) DEADLINE.—Each State shall establish an inde-19

pendent redistricting commission under this section not 20

later than 60 days after the date on which the chief execu-21

tive of a State receives the State apportionment notice. 22

(e) SELECTION OF MEMBERS.— 23

(1) IN GENERAL.—With respect to the members 24

of a independent redistricting commission in a State 25
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described under subsection (a), the members shall be 1

selected from individuals who apply through an open 2

application process, which shall include a random 3

mailing of applications distributed to a meaningful 4

number of registered voters in the State. 5

(2) RANDOM SELECTION OF APPLICANT 6

POOL.—With respect to applicants for the inde-7

pendent redistricting commission of a State de-8

scribed in paragraph (1), each State shall select ap-9

plicants on a random basis to be included in an ini-10

tial selection pool, which shall consist of an equal 11

number of individuals from each of the categories 12

described in subsection (a). 13

(3) REMOVAL OF CERTAIN APPLICANTS.—Leg-14

islative leaders in the legislature of a State may, 15

from each of the categories described in subsection 16

(a), strike not more than 20 percent of the appli-17

cants from their respective partisan pool described in 18

paragraph (2). 19

(4) FINAL SELECTION OF MEMBERS.—After 20

any removals made under paragraph (3), members 21

of the independent redistricting commission of a 22

State shall be randomly selected from the remaining 23

eligible applicants selected under paragraph (2). 24
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(f) TRAINING REQUIREMENT.—Each member se-1

lected for the independent redistricting commission of a 2

State under subsection (e) shall complete training devel-3

oped and provided by the State on redistricting law, map-4

ping criteria, ethics, and public engagement before begin-5

ning the map-drawing process. 6

(g) REMOVAL OF MEMBERS OF AN INDEPENDENT 7

REDISTRICTING COMMISSION.— 8

(1) IN GENERAL.—Members of the independent 9

redistricting commission of a State may be removed 10

only by an affirmative vote of at least two-thirds of 11

the members of the commission on the basis of a 12

grounds for removal described in paragraph (2). 13

(2) GROUNDS FOR REMOVAL.—A member of an 14

independent redistricting commission may be re-15

moved under paragraph (1) only on the basis of— 16

(A) a felony conviction involving dishon-17

esty, deceit, fraud, or a breach of the public 18

trust that occurred while the individual was 19

serving on the commission; 20

(B) an ethics violation; 21

(C) repeated unexcused absences, inca-22

pacity, or dereliction of duty; or 23

(D) a conflict of interest. 24
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(3) VACANCY.—In the event that a member of 1

an independent redistricting commission of a State 2

resigns or is removed under this subsection, an indi-3

vidual from the applicant pool of the State described 4

in subsection (e)(2) and from the same category de-5

scribed in subsection (a) as the member who re-6

signed or was removed shall be randomly selected to 7

fill such vacancy. 8

(h) STAFF; CONSULTANTS.—Any technical experts, 9

legal counsel, consultants, or such other staff as the inde-10

pendent redistricting commission of a State may appoint 11

shall be under the supervision and oversight of the com-12

mission and may not be directed by the legislature of the 13

State. 14

(i) SENSE OF CONGRESS WITH RESPECT TO RE-15

SOURCES OF AN INDEPENDENT REDISTRICTING COMMIS-16

SION.—It is the sense of Congress that each State 17

should— 18

(1) provide the independent redistricting com-19

mission of the State with such resources and fund-20

ing as the commission may require to carry out its 21

duties under the Constitution and this Act; and 22

(2) ensure that members of the independent re-23

districting commission receive adequate compensa-24

tion during their term of service on the commission. 25

VerDate Sep 11 2014 22:01 Sep 21, 2026 Jkt 069200 PO 00000 Frm 00007 Fmt 6652 Sfmt 6201 E:\BILLS\H10380.IH H10380se
m

an
ue

l o
n 

D
S

K
8C

H
N

X
B

4P
R

O
D

 w
ith

 B
IL

LS



8 

•HR 10380 IH

SEC. 4. DEVELOPMENT OF REDISTRICTING PLAN. 1

(a) CRITERIA.—The independent redistricting com-2

mission of a State shall develop a redistricting plan for 3

the State in accordance with the following considerations: 4

(1) Ensuring that districts each have equal pop-5

ulation per Representative as nearly as practicable, 6

in accordance with the Constitution of the United 7

States. 8

(2) Ensuring that no congressional district in 9

the State is drawn to discourage competition, or for 10

the purpose of favoring or disfavoring an incumbent, 11

a particular candidate, or a particular political 12

party. 13

(3) Ensuring that districts are contiguous to 14

the greatest extent possible. 15

(4) To the greatest extent practicable, ensuring 16

the preservation of pre-existing political subdivisions, 17

including counties and municipalities. 18

(5) To the greatest extent practicable, main-19

taining compact districts. 20

(b) SOLICITATION OF PUBLIC INPUT IN DEVELOP-21

MENT OF PLANS.—The commission shall solicit and take 22

into consideration comments from the public in developing 23

the redistricting plan for the State by— 24

(1) holding meetings in the State Capitol of the 25

State that shall also be made available live on a pub-26
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licly accessible government website of the State at 1

which members of the public may provide input; and 2

(2) otherwise soliciting input from the public 3

through such methods as the commission determines 4

appropriate. 5

(c) REQUIRING ALL MEETINGS TO BE OPEN TO 6

PUBLIC.—Except as necessary for the protection of infor-7

mation pertaining to pending litigation or other legally 8

protected matters, the commission shall hold each of its 9

meetings in public. 10

(d) PROCESS FOR ENACTMENT OF FINAL REDIS-11

TRICTING PLAN.— 12

(1) IN GENERAL.—Prior to developing and pub-13

lishing a final redistricting plan under paragraph 14

(2), the independent redistricting commission of a 15

State shall develop and make publicly available a 16

preliminary redistricting plan and solicit public input 17

as described in subsection (b) on the preliminary re-18

districting plan. 19

(2) FINAL PLAN.—After taking into consider-20

ation comments from the public under subsection (b) 21

and paragraph (1), at any time after the expiration 22

of the 30-day period which begins on the date the 23

commission makes the preliminary plans available to 24

the public under paragraph (1), the independent re-25
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districting commission of a State shall develop and 1

publish a final redistricting plan for the State. 2

(3) ENACTMENT.—The final redistricting plan 3

developed and published under this subsection shall 4

be deemed to be enacted into law upon the expira-5

tion of the 30-day period which begins on the date 6

on which— 7

(A) such final plan is approved by at least 8

two-thirds of the whole membership of the com-9

mission; and 10

(B) at least two-fifths of the members of 11

the Commission from each of the categories of 12

the approved selection pool described in section 13

3(a) vote to approve such final plan. 14

(4) PUBLICATION OF PLAN AND ACCOMPANYING 15

MATERIALS.—As soon as practicable after the enact-16

ment of a final redistricting plan under paragraph 17

(2), the commission shall make available to the pub-18

lic all data and research relied upon to develop such 19

plan, including the following: 20

(A) The final redistricting plan, including 21

all relevant maps and draft maps. 22

(B) A report by the commission to accom-23

pany the plan which provides the background 24

for the plan and the commission’s reasons for 25

VerDate Sep 11 2014 22:01 Sep 21, 2026 Jkt 069200 PO 00000 Frm 00010 Fmt 6652 Sfmt 6201 E:\BILLS\H10380.IH H10380se
m

an
ue

l o
n 

D
S

K
8C

H
N

X
B

4P
R

O
D

 w
ith

 B
IL

LS



11 

•HR 10380 IH

selecting the plan as the final redistricting plan, 1

including how the plan satisfies each of the con-2

siderations under subsection (a). 3

(C) Demographic and election data used. 4

(D) Mapping software and methodologies. 5

(E) Consultant reports. 6

(F) Communications with outside parties 7

and constituents. 8

(G) Public submissions. 9

(H) Email correspondence between com-10

missioners. 11

(I) Meeting recordings. 12

(J) An algorithmic bell curve of the aver-13

age outcome of a fair redistricting process. 14

(e) RESTRICTION ON OUTSIDE COMMUNICATION.— 15

Members of the commission of a State may not engage 16

in private communications regarding any proposed maps 17

under this section with any elected officials, political par-18

ties, lobbyists, or outside advocacy organizations. 19

(f) SPECIAL PROCESS IF NO FINAL PLAN SE-20

LECTED.—If a redistricting plan developed by the inde-21

pendent redistricting commission of a State is not enacted 22

into law under subsection (d) by the date that is 30 days 23

before the deadline in the State for a candidate to file to 24

run for office, the existing congressional districts shall re-25
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main in place in the State for a period of not more than 1

8 weeks and, if after such period has ended, the commis-2

sion has not enacted into law a final redistricting plan 3

under subsection (d), the highest court of the State may 4

appoint two special masters to develop and publish a final 5

redistricting plan for the State consistent with the criteria 6

described in subsection (a), but in no case may the State 7

legislature of the State have a role in determining a final 8

redistricting plan under this subsection. 9

(g) JUDICIAL CHALLENGES TO FINAL REDIS-10

TRICTING PLAN.—The highest court of each State shall 11

have jurisdiction to hear and determine claims asserting 12

that the final redistricting plan of the State violates the 13

requirements of this Act or State law. 14

(h) REMOVAL.— 15

(1) IN GENERAL.—At any time, a civil action 16

brought in a State court which asserts a claim for 17

which the district courts of the United States have 18

exclusive jurisdiction under this section may be re-19

moved by any party in the case, including an inter-20

venor, by filing, in the district court for an applica-21

ble venue under this section, a notice of removal 22

signed pursuant to Rule 11 of the Federal Rules of 23

Civil Procedure containing a short and plain state-24
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ment of the grounds for removal. Consent of parties 1

shall not be required for removal. 2

(2) CLAIMS NOT WITHIN THE ORIGINAL OR 3

SUPPLEMENTAL JURISDICTION.—If a civil action re-4

moved in accordance with paragraph (1) contains 5

claims not within the original or supplemental juris-6

diction of the district court, the district court shall 7

sever all such claims and remand them to the State 8

court from which the action was removed. 9

(i) TERMINATION.—The independent redistricting 10

commission of a State shall terminate on the day after 11

the date of the first regularly scheduled general election 12

for Federal office which occurs after the chief executive 13

of the State receives the State apportionment notice. 14

SEC. 5. STATE APPORTIONMENT NOTICE DEFINED. 15

In this Act, the ‘‘State apportionment notice’’ means, 16

with respect to a State, the notice sent to the State from 17

the Clerk of the House of Representatives under section 18

22(b) of the Act entitled ‘‘An Act to provide for the fif-19

teenth and subsequent decennial censuses and to provide 20

for an apportionment of Representatives in Congress’’, ap-21

proved June 18, 1929 (2 U.S.C. 2a), of the number of 22

Representatives to which the State is entitled. 23
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SEC. 6. EFFECTIVE DATE. 1

This Act and the amendments made by this Act shall 2

apply with respect to any Congressional redistricting 3

which occurs after the regular decennial census conducted 4

during 2030. 5

Æ 
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